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Abstract

This qualitative study aimed to develop a community network that supports health
promotion for adolescent mothers and their families, aligned with the needs of adolescent
mothers and their families. The network was based on continuous care and the
participation of health service providers, families, coommunities, and government agencies.
The study was conducted in Mueang District, Nakhon Sawan Province. Data was collected
through seminars, interviews, and focus group discussions. The sample who participated
as service-providers comprised 57 community network members who acted as
representatives or workers involved with adolescent mothers and their families, and 4
families of adolescent mothers who participated as service-users. The data were analyzed
following qualitative data analysis approaches.

The results identified the network’s model, components, and roles, which
included Subdistrict Health Promoting Hospitals, community health centers, community
hospitals (Maternal and Child Health Center Region 8, Nakhon Sawan), the Department of
Social Development and Human Security, family development centers, schools, extended
families, community leaders, and village health volunteers. The study found that network
members were willing to cooperate and had the capacity to care for adolescent mothers
within their responsibilities for promoting the health of adolescent mothers and their
families. However, some members still lacked knowledge and understanding in
operational areas such as pregnancy and continuing education, welfare entitlements for
adolescent mothers and their families, a central mechanism for network management,
coordination methods among members, and referral/communication of the needs for
support for adolescent mothers and their families.

Recommendations from the study included piloting the community network
model in real-situation settings, creating a database of adolescent mothers and their
families, developing an operational manual, and providing training on essential skills for

community network members.





