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KESTSIRIN THEERATHITICHAIPA: THE DEVELOPMENT OF A MODEL FOR
DISPARITY AND PERCEPTION OF THE BENEFITS OF RAILWAY TRANSPORTATION
TO SUPPORT THE BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE.

THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. DR. RATTANAPORN KASEMSRI, Ph.D., 145 PP,
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Initiative/Thailand

Thailand is a developing country that continues to face significant inequality
in accessing railway services due to the limited railway coverage across all provinces.
Consequently, the country is currently focusing on enhancing its transportation
infrastructure to improve connectivity between all regions and ASEAN. The China-Laos
high-speed railway is one of the key strategic projects under China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI). Given that Thailand shares a border with Laos, proper preparations to
accommodate this high-speed railway could present valuable opportunities for the
country. This study aims to investigate disparities in railway transport access in
Thailand, contributing to the realization of the BRI. Therefore, the study has three main
objectives: 1) To develop a model for analyzing accessibility to railway stations in
Thailand. 2) To develop a model for measuring the factors influencing inequality in
access to intercity railway transport systems in Thailand. And 3) To develop a model
of the relationship between factors affecting the BRI policy, including the perception
of benefits and the intention to use the China-Laos high-speed railway service in
Thailand. This research will collect both secondary data from relevant domestic
agencies and primary data through surveys of railway users. The analysis will integrate
both geographic modeling and statistical modeling. Upon obtaining key results from
the three models, discussions and conclusions will be drawn, followed by policy
recommendations on how to reduce railway access disparities in Thailand. Additionally,
the study will propose strategies for Thailand’s development in alignment with the BRI
policy. Relevant agencies can utilize these policy suggestions to enhance the country's

railway transportation system more effectively in the future.
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