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XUE LUO: ONLINE ORAL PRESENTATIONS OF GRADUATE PROPOSAL AND
THESIS DEFENSES IN AN ENGLISH AS A LINGUA FRANCA (ELF) CONTEXT:
RHETORICAL MOVE STRUCTURE AND FORMULAIC SEQUENCES. THESIS
ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. ANCHALEE WANNARUK, Ph.D., 382 PP.
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In recent years, academic oral presentations (AOPs) have become crucial to
graduate education, particularly in proposal and thesis defenses. Despite their
importance, many presenters struggle to deliver effective presentations. While most
genre analyses have focused on written academic discourse, spoken genre analysis has
been overlooked. This study aims to fill this gap by examining the rhetorical move
structure, formulaic sequences (FSs) and metadiscourse functions of FSs in oral
presentations of proposal defenses (OPPDs) and oral presentations of thesis defenses
(OPTDs).

Thirty-one oral presentations of graduate proposal and thesis defenses,
including 13 OPPDs and 18 OPTDs, were collected between 2020 and 2023. For the
coding of moves and steps in this study, the framework of Chen and Kuo (2012) and
Amnuai (2012) were adapted, in addition to consulting Scott's (2022) model. The
present study analyzed the moves/steps of OPPDs and OPTDs, followed by the
identification of FSs in both corpora. Subsequently, the metadiscourse functions of the
identified FSs were examined based on Hyland's (2005a, 2019) model.

The first finding from the move analysis revealed that OPPDs and OPTDs each
consisted of seven phases. Both share quite similar moves/steps in the first four phases
as well as the last. These first four include the Initiation Phase, the Introduction Phase,
the Literature Review Phase, and the Method and Procedure Phase, with the last phase
being the Termination Phase. The moves/steps in the remaining two phases were
different, in which OPPDs contains a Pilot Study Phase whereas OPTDs contains a Result
and Discussion Phase. Both OPPDs and OPTDs contained a Conclusion Phase, however
the moves/steps differed. Secondly, the analysis of FSs found that 385 FS types were
identified in OPPDs and 248 FS types were identified in OPTDs. Most of the FSs
identified in OPPDs and OPTDs are two-word and three-word types. In terms of
metadiscourse functions, the majority of FSs in both corpora serve an interactive
function, while a small portion serve multiple functions. For example, the FS “allow

us to” serves as both an engagement marker (a subcategory of interactive resources)
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and a self-mention (a subcategory of interactional resources). Despite their small
amount, they deserve more attention since they carry multiple functions. Another
interesting finding in the present study was the emergence of a new category: condition
markers (e.g., in terms of). This can extend Hyland's most cited wordlist of
metadiscourse markers, in addition to two new subtypes under endophoric markers,
which are metadiscursives (e.g., the results of) and visuals (e.g., let's look at).

The findings may provide guidelines for novice researchers or non-native
English-speaking students in understanding the rhetorical organization of oral
presentations for graduate proposal and thesis defenses. The identification of FSs,
especially those likely to appear in particular moves, will provide a practical template
and clues for students to utilize in the different moves/steps of these oral
presentations. Moreover, the results of both analyses will also benefit English teachers
in designing genre-based materials for academic speech classes.
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