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EDUCATION AND TEACHING PRACTICUM MANAGEMENT PROCESS: A CASE
STUDY OF BUDDHIST UNIVERSITIES IN THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC.
PROF. BURATIN KHAMPIRAT, PH.D., 209 PP.

Keyword: Cooperative education/Teaching practicum/Alternative model/PLS-SEM

This study aimed to (1) study the current conditions and assess the teaching
practicum management processes of the Buddhist universities in Thailand (BUTs) using
mixed-method research, (2) design and determine the effectiveness of the Proactive
Online Training (POT) program for improving student teachers’ skills during their
teaching practicum in the 21* century and COVID-19 pandemic using a quasi-
experimental research design, and (3) analyze and develop the Cooperative Education
and Teaching Practicum Alternative-Model (CETPA-Model) to enhance student—teacher
competency using the Partial Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling (PLS-SEM)
method. Therefore, this study comprised three phases and three significant findings
based on the research objectives.

Phase I: after using mixed methods to study and assess the current teaching
practicum of BUTs, the findings presented that BUTs’ teaching practicum processes
were effective at a fairly high level. The strength point was the development of being
a teacher every academic year before participating in the teaching practicum process
according to the identity and philosophy of BUTs that produce spiritual teachers based
on Buddhist teachings. However, various challenging points should be actively fulfilled
in the teaching practicum management processes: keeping up with digital technology
for global changes and the COVID-19 pandemic, adapting and enhancing digital
technology and information and communication technology to communicate and
collaborate in their teaching profession effectively, improving English skills continually,
enhancing skills of learning in different or multi-cultures, providing special indicators
for teaching practicum of BUTs, arranging self-assessment and professional plan from
the first year of study until graduation, and offering the online counseling program to
support academic skills, life and career preparation, and mental encouraging.

Phase Il: the POT program developed from a focus group discussion, one-to-
one interview, and cooperative education (co-op) and teaching practicum concepts. A

quasi-experimental method (pretest-posttest nonequivalent groups design) was



employed with a sample of 42 student teachers using the POT program (experimental
group) and 41 student teachers using the traditional approach merely or non-POT
program (control group). The paired sample t-test results before and after treatment
with the POT program presented that t = 12.429 with a significance level of 0.000 (p <
0.05). A percentage gap analysis before and after treatment for both groups showed
that the POT program obtained 33.53% and the non-POT program 8.88% of the gap
analysis, indicating significant differences between the two programs. The total score
of the POT program satisfaction was 4.22, which means a high satisfaction. The focus
group discussion results also ensured that the POT program was an effective and
satisfying online tool in enriching student teacher competency during the COVID-19
pandemic and the 21°" century.

Phase IlI: this phase included developing and analyzing the CETPA-Model from
119 samples, fifth-year student teachers of BUTs in Nakhon Ratchasima and Khon Kaen
provinces (the second semester of the 2020 academic year). This stage applied the
PLS-SEM method to create the CETPA-Model. The analysis results presented that the
CETPA-Model consisted of seven constructions according to three teaching practicum
processes (before, during, and after): (1) effective professional preparation, (2) effective
skills preparation, (3) teachers’ competency development, (4) improvement in
supporting the process, (5) being teacher and adapting, (6) thinking and assessing skills,
and (7) modern competency enhancement. The model also consisted of eleven direct

path relationships and 35 items to enhance students’ competency.
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