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Values are the accepted beliefs, principles, standards and conventions which
could guide a person’s thinking, feeling and behaving (Widodo et al., 2018). Usually,
texts and visuals in ELT textbooks are embedded with certain values which are shaped
by socio-political, economic and cultural factors to exert effects on learners (Curdt-
Christiansen, 2008). Since Chinese college English teachers and students have low
awareness of values embedded in the textbooks (Kang & Xu, 2018), they might be
affected by the values unconsciously. Thus, this study aimed to unravel the values
embedded in two most widely-circulated Chinese college English textbooks, namely
New Horizon College English 2 (NHCE 2) and New Progressive College English Inspire 2
(NPCEI 2), and the functions of image-text relations, tones in values inculcation though
Critical and Multimodal Discourse Analyses under the frameworks of Neoliberalism,
Chinese language policies and Unequal Englishes. In addition, 6 Chinese college
teachers and 6 students who have taught and learned the textbooks before were
interviewed to get their views on values embedded in the textbooks.

The results of the analysis indicate that the salient themes of values in both
textbooks are similar: the top 2 are Coexistence and Traditional virtues which are
espoused by the Chinese language policies; and the third most dominant values are
neoliberal values Enterprise culture and Globalized interconnection in NHCE 2 and
NPCEI 2, respectively. Meanwhile, the salient values of language policies have been
legitimized as the commonsensical beliefs. Furthermore, there are differences in
integrating values between two textbooks: values in NHCE 2 are more diversified
although values embedded in NHCE 2 slightly deviate from the Chinese language

policies, while the most frequent group of values in NPCE/ 2 is advocated by the
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language policies, and values in NPCE/ 2 are slightly in line with the policies. Plus,
image-text relations and some tones could complement with the texts in two
textbooks to inculcate values in Chinese college students who are targeted readers
and viewers.

The current study has confirmed that values in the textbooks which can be
conveyed through texts and visuals are primarily shaped by socio-cultural, economic
and political factors in the certain context, and moral education realized through ELT
textbooks in China embodies Chinese government’s will of future national
development. Furthermore, the current thesis is the first study on analyzing values in

Chinese college English textbooks related to neoliberalism and Unequal Englishes.
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