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Abstract

Snake bite is important but neglected problem in rural area of Thailand. The ecological
and behavioral study of snakes can help us prevent this problem. This project aimed to survey
and study spatial ecology of poisonous snakes in human dominated areas of Sakaerat Biosphere
Reserve, Nakhon Ratchasima province. From 2 years study, 2015 - 2017, we found 100 poisonous
snakes of 7 species. The most abundant is Cryptelytrops macrops, followed by Naja siamensis,
Ophiophagus hannah, C. albolabris, Naja kaouthia, Bungarus fasciatus and B. candidus,
respectively. From 6 species we followed, O. hannah has the biggest mean home range of 524
ha (n = 12), followed by B. fasciatus 63 ha (n = 4), N. siamensis 22 ha (n = 14), B. candidus 1.9
ha (n = 1), C albolabris 0.21 ha (n = 2) and C. macrops 0.16 ha (n = 9), respectively. Each
individual snake of each species chooses different habitat types. Most of them prefer agricultural,
forest plantation and human community areas. Only O. hannah lives in protected forest but
forages in agricultural and village areas. In our project period, we found no fatal case of human
snake bite but our 12 studied snakes were killed for food and from human activities. However,
the activity to promote awareness of local people and the free snake rescue service from
households can save many lives of snakes during our project period.
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