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KAMONWAN BANDITSATISAN: REFLECTIVE THINKING OF
SURANAREE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY’S COOPERATIVE
EDUCATION STUDENTS. THESIS ADVISOR:

GUNTIMA SIRIJEERACHAL Ph.D., 124 PP.

REFLECTIVE THINKING/REFLECTION/COOPERATIVE EDUCATION

This qualitative research is aimed to study the reflective thinking that promotes
students’ reflections during their Cooperative Education (Co-op) workterm. Six Co-op
students in the 3" Co-op work term of academic year 2015 were selected. The
reflective writing, the pair conversation, and the group discussion were used for the
reflective thinking practice. Gibbs Reflective Cycle was adopted for students’
reflective practice. In addition, this research is aimed to identify the students’ level of
reflection and students’ learning outcomes. Besides, reflective thinking skill was
promoted to 30 students in Principles of Chemical Engineering II, in the 2nd term of
academic year 2017. The content and inductive analysis were conducted from recorded
data with triangulation.

It is concluded that these 3 reflective methods are helpful and fruitful for Co-op
students' reflections on their Cooperative Education experiences. However, reflective
writing is systematically enhancing students’ reflective thinking although it is more
difficult than others. However, it is the most effective tool that strengthen students’
reflections. The reflective writing enhances students’ reflections completely 6
reflective steps of Gibbs Reflective Cycle and promote students’ self-reflection. For

group discussion, students gain knowledge and learnings from group experience




sharing. It also promotes students’ communication and listening skills as well. To
promote the group discussion with specific issues such as technical knowledge on
their work, their Co-op advisors should moderate the group discussion to enhancing
students' reflections and provide academic advising. For the Pair Conversation, it is
more personal and private conversation that is suitable for consulting in depth. One
person in the pair conversation should have experiences, reliability and good advice.
To promote students' reflective thinking level, students have to practice
continually and their reflective level will be gradually improved. Students’ personal
skills and experiences are partly influenced the improvement reflections level. The
reflections benefits students’ experiential learning and self-understanding. Students
aware of their potential on academic, personal, and career learning outcomes. They
found their strengths and weaknesses and knew which potential that they have to
improve. In addition, promoting reflections in the lecture course provides useful
information for both lecturers and students in the development of course management
and advice for students in teaching and learning. However, most students could not
reflect clearly of all intentional subject-content and skills needed in their learnings.
Especially, less reflection on skills were reported. The continuous and systematic of
reflective practice will help in developing the students’ reflection abilities, as well as

the reflection of co-op students throughout the co-op work term.

School of Cooperative Education Student’s Signature 10571

Academic Year 2018 Advisor’s Signature (\Q/HV‘QNL
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Principle Element Reflective Prompts

* What is the purpose of the experience?

olintenited lesming oUtcomes * In what ways are reflection and the experience

Intent i aligned with the core structure of the curriculum
it (e.g. learning and teaching activities, content)?
sExperience linked to course * How does reflection on the experience
contribute to the intended learning outcomes?
*Reflection defined
oAssessmant critecia/rubric * What is meant by reflection in this context?
Expectations exp’o‘e * How will it be 3Smsed.)
- * What is the weighting (proportion of marks)
.mm:;?am?m?‘;g,f: that will be given to reflection tasks?

*Reflection and assessment
learning activities relevant and
clearly linked to course and
experience * How do they contribute to authentic learning?

* How do the reflection and assessment tasks
relate to the course and the experience?

Authenticity
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learning through cooperative education: Principles, elements and reflective prompts

for curriculum design) (Harvey, et al., 2010)
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