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This research studied the compressive strength and flexural strength of
polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) modified Recycled Concrete Aggregate (RCA)-concrete.
The compressive strength and flexural strength developments were analyzed via
Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM) analysis. The compressive strength and
flexural strength test results of concrete using RCA as coarse aggregate were
compared with concrete using natural aggregate. Test results show that the use of
natural aggregate in conventional concrete mixed by Normal Mixing Approach
(NMA) has the higher compressive strength and flexural strength than the use of
recycled aggregate concrete, due to the Interfacial Transition Zone (ITZ) between the
matrix of natural aggregate and cement are close each other than recycled concrete.
For a particular aggregate, concrete mixed by the Two Stage Mixing Approach
(TSMA) was found to have the higher compressive strength and flexural strength than
the concrete mixed by NMA. Compressive strength and flexural strength of PVA
modified RCA-concrete increase with time. Compressive strength of PVA modified
RCA-concrete was observed to decrease as PVA content increase. While flexural
strength of PVA modified RCA-concrete strength increase with increasing PVA
content up to PVA = 1.0% then the flexural strength decreases with increasing PVA
content. PVA creates a thin film reinforced the concrete and improves the flexural
strength of concrete. However, these thin films retards the hydration process of the

cement and water, resulting in the compressive strength reduction.
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