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Abstract

Title: Surviving in the Marginal World: Life and Community of Thai Migrant
Workers in Japan

Authors: Suriya Smutkupt and Pattana Kitiarsa

Address: Institute of Social Technology, Suranaree University of Technology, Maung
District, Nakhon Ratchasima 30000; Telephone and Fax: (044) 216-103

The first author spent a separated penod of two months (November 1995 and
June 1996) conducting fieldwork in a selected commumly of Thai migrant workers in
Japan, whereas the second author had familiarized _l_mnself with the Japanese socxety
and culture during April 1994 to ]u]_y'I 995. This paper presents an anthropological
analysis of life and community of Thai migrant workers in Japan. Our findings come
from our fieldwork, living and stﬁdying experiences, and other selected pre-existing
literature. The authors employ coicepts of marginal people and community in order to
understand migrant workers and their current. life styles while living in a foreign
country like Japan. Their life styles are globalized in nature which seem to fit in the
cuIturaI phenomena of our modern world.

It is argued that Thai migrant workers become margmaltzed people in Japan and
have to struggle for their survival.. As a margma] population, they are outlawed,
politicaily voiceless, economically exploited, culturally dominated, and above all,
ethnically discriminated against. Under these circumstances, Thai migrant workers
have built their own marginal, imagined community which is characterized by personal
and economic interests. In this community, they live in the “liminal” world, where their
own cultural roots, selected Japanese cultural clements, and modern consumerism are

incorporated.

Keywords: globalization, marginal community, imagined community, community of

interests, marginal people, transnational workers, Thai migrant workers in Japan
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Abstract

Title : Anthropology -and Globalization: A Preliminary Observation on
Transnational Workers
Authors : Suriya Smutkupt and Pattana Kitiarsa
Address : Institute of Social Technology, Suranaree University of
Technology, Maung District Nakhon Ratchasima 30000 Telephone
. and Fax (044) 216-103
Length : 23 pp.
~ Globalization has caused a tremendous change and created a great
flow of culture. Man, money, information, ideology, and high technology
have flowed across nation-state borders as they never have before. The
entire world has been connected and become a world community under a
world culture. In anthropology, when there is a new order of culture, a
new unit of analysis has to be considered. Specific culture under a single
nation-state model may be inade;qﬁate to define the world culture, because
a new order of modern world community has bezn increasingly borderless.
It has widely opened in economics, politics, telecommunications,
entertainments, sports, and more imporgantly, the ent_ire way of life. In this
article, we, a small group of anthropologists, put forward an argument
which suggests that a new conceptual framework to amalyze current

phenomena of modem world culture and community is needed.

Keywords: anthropology, globalization, world culture, world community,

nation-state border and national identity
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Abstract

Title : HIV/AIDS in Rural Northeast Thailand: A Global Disease and an

Anthropological Challenge
Authors: Suriya Smutkupt and Pattana Kitiarsa
Address: Ihstitute of Social Technology, Suranaree University of T

echnology, Maung District, Nakhon Ratchasima 30000 Telephone

and Fax (044) 216-103
Length : 23 pp.

Since 1988/1989, HIV/AIDS as. a. communicable disease has spread
rapidly throughout Thailand. In the last.decade, the number of HIV/AIDS
carriers has increased rapidly among various.agée groups and occupations and
at all societal levels. This article presents our anthropological perspectives
on current HIV/AIDS issues and situations in Thailand with special empha-
sis on rural Isan. HIV/AIDS is a global communicable disease which has
spread so rapidly with the flow of transnational workers and created a social
and cultural crisis at all levels of our society. It may be said that HIV/AIDS

posts the biggest challenge for our own survival.

Keywords: HIV/AIDS; globalization; anthropology; rural Isan; social

and cultural perspectives.



