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Abstract

We conducted invasive species survey in Chang, Rang and Laoya island, Chang district,
Trat province to determine their distribution and perception of local people. We
interviewed 46 people and surveyed the main and local roads in April and November
2014. From the interview, we found 68 invasive species including 23 plants and 45
animals but from road survey we found total of 49 invasive species (29 plants and 10
animals), 48 in Chang island, 6 in Rang Island and 6 in Laoya Island. Fourteen species
(10 plants and 4 animals) are common in study area. Most species were found near
roadside, abandon, agriculture and resident areas but not in waterfall or forest areas.
The most common species were Chromolaena odorata (L) RM. King & H. Rob,
Imperata cylindrical (L.) P., Leucaena leucocephala (Lam.) de Wit, Mikania micrantha
(L.) Kunth, Mimosa diplotricha C. Wright ex Suavalle, Pennisetum polystachion (L.)
Schult and Sphagneticola trilobata (L.) Pruski. Local people thought they are easy to
control but Columba livia Gmelin was the most concern because it litters building and
spreads germs.  Since Chang Island is a tourist magnet, invasive species were
introduced by many government projects. Some were brought in for food. If we don’t
control or monitor them well, they can impact local biodiversity of this area. The

awareness raising an a proper control by local community should be introduced.
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