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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to explore the current status of Thai-Cambodian border
radio; to employ the participatory international communication concept to find out whether it
can be applied to the context of Thailand and Cambodia; to investigate the degree of Thai and
Cambodian people’s exposure to border radio; and to produce a quideline to promote the role of
border radio in  strengthening Thai-Cambodian relations. The researcher employed both
qualitative and quantitative research techniques, namely, in-depth interview, semi-structured
interview, questionnaire interview, and document analysis.

Four groups (y[ informant included 1) 41 community radio operators in two ]Jrovinces in
Thailand: Sa Kaeo and Surin, 2) 800 Thai questionnaire resyonc{ents who live close to the
permanent border crossings in Sa Kaeo and Surin (400 in each jorovince), which have a
Thailand and Cambodian Border Pass Agreement, and 3) 800 Cambodian questionnaire
resyoncfents who live in the districts of Sammong (Oddar Mean Cﬁe_i/ }Wovince), Ou Chrow and
Svay Chek (’Bantey Meancﬁey Jnrovince) (also 400 in each district). The stuc{i/ was carried out
between February 2010 and December 2010.

The researcher found that border radio possesses both internal and external factors, which both
hinder and support its role in strengthening Thai-Cambodian relations. However, the current
Thai border radio plays a key role in strengthening Thai-Cambodian relations, such as 1) by
promoting local cultures, 2) by playing Thai and Cambodian music, 3) by disseminating useful
information, 4) by teaching the Thai language to Cambodian listeners, 5) by advertising Thai
products and services, 6) by communicating Buddhist principles, and 7) by allowing Cambodian
listeners to call the stations to disseminate information on their side.

The number of Cambodian questionnaire respondents who listen to Thai border radio is higher
than the number q[ Thai questionnaire resyonz{ents‘ The Thai questionnaire resyoncfents [isten
to Cambodian border radio report that they listen for entertainment and learning the Khmer
language. Overall, they feel positive about Cambodia because they listen to Cambodian radio.
The Thai questionnaire respondents who do not listen to Cambodian border radio explain that
it is because they do not understand the Khmer language. For Cambodian respondents who do
not listen to Thai border radio, this is because they do not have radio receiver and do not have
time to listen. Cambodian questionnaire respondents who listen to Thai border radio claim that
they listen for entertainment, information, as well as to the news, and overall they feel positive

about Thailand because tﬁey listen to Thai radio.

AUl four informants agree that border radio can play important roles in 1) promoting cultures
and traditions, 2) promoting economic-trade relations between both countries, 3) promoting
education and educational collaboration of both countries, 4) promoting agricultural exchange,



and 5) promoting tourism of both countries. Undesirable roles of border radio include 1)
presenting causes of conflicts, 2) talking about politics, and 3) criticizing the government.

Even though the researcher tried to seek cooperation between Thailand and Cambodian to
}aroc{uce programs aimed for strengtﬁening Thai-Cambodian relations, the attempt fai[ec{ The
crucial obstacles include 1) the absence of person or a group of people who possess capability to
}ausﬁ forwan{ the participatory international communication notion, 2) Jvrofit-orientec{ manner
of radio operators, and 3) the conflicts between Thailand and Cambodia. Thus, it is suggested
that Thailand and Cambodia, both state and private sectors, should cooperate more and have
concrete policies so that border radio can play an important role as mentioned above.





