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Abstract

Water pollution in Lam Takong River, passing through Nakhon Ratchasima
municipality area, has been so long and never been resolved completely. This study aimed
to promote waste and wastewater management by community participation along Lam
Takong river banks.

It was a participatory action research involving community meeting and workshop
and the best practice visits by community leaders or representatives to gain knowledge and
examples on how to manage waste in their communities. Later, they conducted their own
choices of methods and were followed up monthly for 7 months. The environmental
management and attitude of 210 people in these communities were also collected, while
Lam Takong water quality was monitored before, during and after the study.

The results revealed that people from 7 participated communities were
knowledgible and awared of environmental conservation and waste management. But the
differences in community structure, shantytown condition, fastfood life style and unsteady
income prevented the involment of people and eventualy ceased the participation of this
research. Only Mitrapap Soi 4 and Tao Sura Soi 3 could finish the program. The first
community not only hasa group of young people who participate regularly, they also livein
farm area. They use bioferment for agriculture, odor control and wastewater treatment but
it was too small to improve Lam Takong water quality. In addition, Tao Sura Soi 3 had a
strong leader who used bioferment for multipurpose. Moreover, the network of young
envirommentalist from Tesaban 4 high school, the only school participated, helped spread

environmental awareness to their parents.

Key Words: environmental management, Lam Takong, participation, wastewater, waste

management





