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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to investigate the development of researches on health
communications in relation to social contexts, roles and significance of communications towards
health improvement through the content of research rgsults in Thailand, and predi¢t trends of
researches on health communications. Tools used in this study consisted of content analysis of
researches on health communications from 1980-2007, and interview of academics in the field of

health communications.

Based on the results of this research through the survey of researches on health
communications from 1980-2007, it was found that majority of the researches were of a
descriptive type, that the research tool mostly employed was questionnaires, that issues of study
involved attitudes, behaviors of message receivers, intfluences of media on message receivers,
communication strategies of message senders, factors affecting changes of opinions, and
effectiveness of media. The research also found that lack of correlations with other variables or
external variables made it difficult for citations and references. As for media study, it was found
that various types of media were examined in those researches; comparative studies on mass
media and other forms of media were conducted. Clearly, the interest in activity media or projects

began to increase since 1997.

Topics mostly covered in the researches during those periods were issues of current
public interest, issues important to the Government or related agencies. Concepts or theories
applied in these researches included theories of communications, selections and behaviors of
tessage receptions, efficiency of mass media vs. personal media, and attitudes towards
innovation. Meanwhile, implementations of researches on health communications in Thailand can
be classified into 5 periods using the criteria on health and communication issues: Period 1(1980-
1986) involved the study of effectiveness and roles of media using general concepts and
approaches; period 2 {1987-1993) focused on AIDS study; period 3 {1994-1997) centered around

the survey of various media; period 4 (1998-2001) stressed on the survey of activities for health



and societal marketing; and finally, period 5 (2002-2007) was devoted to the study of media

technologies and effectiveness of the projects implemented by the Public Health Agencies.

As for the future trends, researches on health communications in Thailand should
primarily focus on the study of the effectiveness of health conunﬁnications. However, one of the
desirable trends is concemed with the compiling and synthesizing qf bodies of knowledge on
health communications, researches on health communications at macro-level, paradigm shift in
health, especially in Thai society, and medicine and power-based relations. Moreover, in the
process of conducting research on health communications, top priority should be given to solving

social problems through multiple types of in-depth researches.
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