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ABSTRACT

The present investigation is descriptive-interpretative in nature. It has been
designed a) to investigate an overall strategy use of students learning English at
Suranaree University of Technology (SUT); and b) to examine the relationships as well
as patterns of variations in frequency of students’ reported out-of-class strategy use with
reference to their perceptions of English language ability levels, gender, field of study,
and students’ English language learning experience at the university level. A written-
strategy questionnaire generated by Intaraprasert (2000) was used as the main method
for the data collection. The subjects of the present investigation were 488 students
studying at Suranaree University of Technology Trimester 2, Academic Year 2002. The
data obtained through the strategy questionnaire were analysed with an assistance of the
SPSS for Windows programme. In doing so, a onc-way analysis of variance (one-way
ANOVA), Factor analysis, and chi-square tests are used as the main statistical methods.

The findings of the research show that these language learners, on the whole,
reported medium frequency of use of out-of-class language learning strategies. The
results of the data analysis also demonstrate that frequency of students’ overall reported
use of individual out-of-class language leamning strategies varied significantly in terms
of students’ perceptions of English language ability levels. Regarding ‘gender’, ‘ficld of
study’, and ‘students’ English language leaming experience at the university level’,
these three variables were not found to have much relationship to students’ choices of
strategy use.





