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SUT Students’ Proficiency in Reading Subject-Specialist

Textbooks in English
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this project was to assess SUT engineering students’ ability to
read their subject-specific textbooks in English. Given the well-attested correlation
between reading ability and vocabulary knowledge, a yes-no checklist test of
engineering vocabulary knowledge was administered to about 250 SUT students about
to embark on their engineering studies. Subjects were tested on their knowledge of the
most common 2000 foundation engineering words. The scores indicated that students
knew only slightly less than half the 2000 necessary words. However bimodality in the
scores indicated that a sizeable minority of students were fairly close to reaching 95%
lexical coverage needed for successful reading.





