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UNCHALEE CHAIWICHIAN : THAI - ENGLISH CODE
SWITCHING OF STUDENTS IN THE MINI ENGLISH
PROGRAM (MEP) THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF.

ANCHALEE WANNARUK, Ph.D., 117 PP.

CODE SWITCHING/MEP/CS FUNCTIONS/CS FACTORS/INSIDE

CLASSROOM/OUTSIDE CLASSROOM

This study aims to investigate Code Switching (CS) phenomenon of students,
who attended Mini English Program (MEP), learning Math, English, and Science
through the medium of English. Two groups of data were collected. First data were
collected when students had studied in this program for one and a half years and the
second data were collected two years later. There were three males and three female
students participating in this study.

The findings found an increase of CS frequency comparing between the first
and the second data. It showed that students switched more from Thai to English both
inside and outside the classroom. Noticeably, they switched more English to Thai
outside classroom; however, frequency of CS reduced when students were inside the
classroom. The results showed that frequency of CS from English to Thai inside the
classroom reduced almost 50% at intrasentential level. This study found 8 functions,
which were emphasis, request, clarification, calling for attention, gratitude, question
shift, apology, and interjection. Moreover, 4 factors; familiarity, limited English
ability, topics of the conversation, and interlocutors, motivating CS found from the

interview were discussed.



In comparison to the first data, the second data indicated that students did not
switch language to call for other attraction whereas all other functions appeared on
students’ conversation. Furthermore, the study found indifferent factors on the

second data.

School of English Student’s Signature

Academic Year 2007 Advisor’s Signature
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