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(A Study on Factors Affecting the Conservation of Genetic Resource of Thai Pigs in the
Northeast)
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study certain socio-economic and cultural factors
affecting the raising of Thai indigenous pigs in rural areas in the Northeast of Thailand, and to find
recommendations for the conservation of those pigs. Three villages in the Northeast, namely,
Ban Bongkam in Nakhon Phanom province; Ban Guanbun in Sakon Nakhon province, and
Ban Nongsaeng in Khon Kaen province were selected as the main study sites. Supporting data were
also collected from several other villages. The Semi-Structured Interviewing techniques was used in
collecting the data. The results from studying the agro-ecosystems and pig raisings of the 3 villages
showed that the factors that supported the conservation of Thai indigenous pigs were: (1) Preference
of the villages toward the raising of Thai indigenous pigs. This mainly due to their own experience or
from observation of their neighbors’ successes. (2) Market for the pigs. It was found that in areas
where Thai pigs were in high demand, villager were eager to raise Thai pigs without much
encouragement. (3} Availability of cheap sources of feedstuff. Since Thai pigs sell prices were less
than those of exotic crossbred pigs, it was important to reduce the cost of production as much as
possible. The major portion of the cost was feed cost. Thus, the villagers would be able to raise more
pigs if they could find cheap sources of feedstuff for their pigs. Certain governmental agencies’
policies were found to adversely affect conservation of Thai pigs. For example, the policy in promotion
of exotic breed pigs in rural areas. This especially true with the Chinese breeds that had black body
color competed directly with Thai pigs in the black pigs market.

The recommendations for conservation of Thai indigenous pigs in the Northeast of Thailand
are: (1) The Department of Livestock Development and other related agencies must have a clear
policy in conservation of Thai pigs and must find the measure to prevent the exotic pigs breeds
promotion policy from interfering the conservation of Thai pigs. (2) The raising locations and numbers
of Thai pigs in the Northeast should be surveyed annually in order to monitor the changing and to plan
the conservation appropriately. (3) Should promote Thai pigs raising as a source of income for the
villagers in areas that have factors favoring the raising.(4) Should promote the public awareness of
the importance of conservation of Thai pigs in order to widen the market of Thai pigs.

In order to make the promote of Thai pigs raising among villagers sustainable, researches
should be done to find the more appropriate raising method. Moreover, it is necessary to study various
basic information concerning Thai pigs raising such as kinds and a mount of natural feedstuff that are
used by the villagers to feed their pigs, preparation methods of feeds that consume less energy but
provide enough nutrients for maintenance and production of the pigs, the appropriate management
practices, the utilization of the products, new market for the products, etc.



