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SUTONG GAO: CONTRASTIVE ANALYSIS OF ENGLISH ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING
RESEARCH ARTICLES BY CHINESE, THAI AND NATIVE ENGLISH WRITERS: MOVE-
STEP STRUCTURE AND VISUAL-TEXTUAL MOVE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF.
ISSRA PRAMOOLSOOK, Ph.D., 300 PP.
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The present study aimed at investigating the move-step structures and the
visual-textual moves of Electronic Engineering research articles (EERAs) written by
Chinese, Thai, and native English speaking writers. Specifically, the moves, steps, move-
step structures, and visual-textual moves (VTMs) of the four key sections of EERAs;
namely, Introduction, Methods, Results and Discussion (R&D), and Conclusion by the
three groups of writers were explored as well as compared.

Three corpora, with each containing 12 EERAs, were compiled based on four
criteria: the authors’ L1 status; empirical studies; journals indexed by SCOPUS; and
publication duration of 2019-2020. All of the four sections of the 36 EERAs in the three
corpora were examined with regard to their moves, steps, and move-step structures
based on Kanoksilapatham’s (2005, 2015) and Maswana et al.’s (2015) frameworks.
VTMs in the Methods and the R&D sections were analyzed by adopting Moghaddasi et
al.’s (2019) framework since these sections were filled with visuals and VTMs, while
the Introduction and the Conclusion were found to lack these features. A pilot study
on the move-step structure and VTM of the R&D section was conducted for testing the
feasibility of the research design, during which inter-rater reliability check was carried
out to enhance the reliability of the study.

The findings revealed a move-step structure of 12 moves and 34 steps as well
as the move-step structure variations among the three corpora, which were mainly
demonstrated through the frequency of occurrence that designated the moves and
steps into different status categories. In addition, the findings from VTM analysis
indicated that visuals in the EERAs were assigned to four rhetorical moves: Establishing

presumption (EP), Announcing results (AR), Discussion (D), and Displaying apparatus or



Y

site (DAS), representing three rhetorical functions: ontology, argument, and
epistemology. The variations of the VTMs among the three corpora mainly lied in the
frequency of occurrence of the VTMs and the VTM patterns that suggested distinct
VTM employment strategies of the three writer groups. Overall, the findings of the
present study, including the move-step structure and VTMs across the three groups,
offered both a common holistic picture as well as individual distinctions of each group
in terms of the moves, steps, their structures, and the VTMs, which could offer certain

assistance in the instruction and learning of RA composition.
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