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COOPERATIVE CLASSROOM. THESIS ADVISOR : SUKSAN

SUPPASETSEREE, Ph.D., 397 PP,

COOPERAT.IVE LEARNING / FLIPPED CLASSROOM / READING

COMPREHENSION

Reading skills are important not only for academic achievement but also for

professional development. However, some Thai EFL university students have been

found to have relatively low reading comprehension ability, even with those majoring

in English. Major causes include lack of reading strategies, improper instructional

method, and large class size. In this study, a Flipped Cooperative Classroom (FCC) was

introduced with a reading comprehension course. With this instructional approach,

students learn course contents through online materials and activities before classroom,

and in the classroom, they do more on individual practice and group activities. The

objective of this study was to investigate the effectiveness of the FCC. The study was

implemented with a group of Thai EFL university English-majored students at Nakhon

Ratchasima Rajabhat Univesity, through a Reading Comprehension course. The

effectiveness of FCC was assessed by comparing between the pre-test and post-test

saores of the experimental group (EG) who learned with FCC, and comparing the post-

test scores between EG and the controlled group (CG) who learned with the

conventional classroom. Students'opinions about FCC and online learning experiences

were also investigated through questionnaire and semi-structured interviews. The sfudy

reveals three major findings.



ry

1) Students learning with FCC improved their reading comprehension,

indicated by the significantly higher reading scores of the post-test than that of the pre-

test at the 0.01 significance level.

2) Students learning with FCC improved their reading comprehension

more than the group learning with conventional classroom, indicated by the

significantly higher scores of their post-test compared those of the controlled group at

the 0.01 significance level, despite the fact that their pre-test scores at the beginning of

the course were not different.

3) Students have positive opinions about FCC and learning experiencest

with online learning system (system characteristics, material characteristics, perceived

ease of use, perceived usefulness, attifude about use, and behavioral intension).

Additionally, in students' opinions, FCC is better than conventional classroom because

of it is convenience; it helps students prepare for class; and it provides group work

activities, realistic learning environment and leaming materials; and translation features

in the online leaming.. Minority of students also expressed some un-matched learning

preferences with FCC.

Study results suggest that FCC is an instructional method which can be used to

enhance students' reading comprehension.
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