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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to describe English language research
studies (teaching and learning) conducted in Thailand from 1994-1999 and to
analyze the discourse structure of a thesis as a genre. More specifically, the
objectives were (1) to describe the nature of the research in terms of quantity,
types (a thesis or non-thesis), content, and methods employed, (2) to discover
the regular occurrences of rhetorical functions to achieve moves in each section

of the theses, and (3) to compare general discourse structures of each section of
survey and experimental theses.

To describe the nature of the research, 327 research reports and theses
on English language studies were analyzed using the checklist procedure. The
percentage of their frequency was calculated. Then, Swales’ (1990) genre
analysis, which uses moves as the unit of the analysis, was employed to analyze
the discourse structures and their rhetorical functions of 10 samples, 5 survey
and 5 experimental, chosen through stratified random sampling from the
aforementioned research population. Two of each were drawn from each year.
To ensure the validity and reliability, the analysis was done twice,
approximately 45 days apart.

The findings on the nature of research revealed that the quantity of the
research conducted during the five-year period was minimal. The majority of
them were master’s degree theses that studied various methods of teaching
English, students’ language proficiency, and instructional materials. There was
a trend towards computer-assisted instruction. The theses were mainly
experimental and survey.

The findings from analyzing the content of the theses proved that the
standard framework of the research report was followed. Specifically, different
patterns of moves in each of the five sections of the theses: Introduction, review
of related literature, the methodology, results (and discussion) and conclusions,
(and discussion) and recommendations were systematic. The introduction using
the problem and solution frame provided the context/ rationale for the research
topic and its importance. The review of related literature comprised of 3-4
topics. From a narrow range of citation options used, it indicated mainly that
knowledge is a set of facts to be discovered and accepted; very few were
presented as controversial. The methodology described the data, the
instruments, the procedure and the data analysis respectively. The order and
relationships in this section were very distinctive. The results presented
the data from the findings. Some of the studies included the discussion section
here. The line of thought shown in the sequence of moves consisted of claims,
the data in support of claims, and “warrant,” showing how the data supported
the claims. The last section, the conclusions, the discussions and the
recommendations, restated the objectives, summarized the data resulted from
the findings, argued that the data were sufficient to validate the objectives and
the hypotheses and recommended the practical use of the findings and further
studies.
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It was noticed that both experimental and survey theses used the same
framework of research report. Their functions of moves were common in three
sections: approval the knowledge as facts in the second section, no reasons for
using the instruments in the third section, and minimal discussions in the fourth
(or fifth) section. However, there were also some differences: the inclusion of
the significance of the research topic of experimental theses in the first section,
the expansion of details in the third section of the experimental theses, and the
longer interpretation of the results of the survey counterparts in the fourth
section.

It was recommended that more research and research workshops should
be conducted and that critical thinking should be taught at all levels of Thai
education.



