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GRAMMATICAL ERRORS/INTERLINGUAL ERRORS/ERROR ANALYSIS/

SECOND LANGUAGE WRITING

The purpose of this study was to investigate the types of grammatical errors
and their frequency of occurrence in English essay writing produced by second-year
English-major students of Nakhon Ratchasima Rajabhat University (NRRU). In
addition, this study aimed to examine the effects of L1 interference on grammatical
errors found, in particular, to find out whether there are any errors influenced by the
students’ mother tongue.

The research participants were 83 second-year Thai undergraduate students
majoring in English at NRRU. The data were collected from 83 English descriptive
essays written by the participants of the study. The data were categorized into types
based on the study analysis framework adapted from Na-ngam’s (2005) error
taxonomy and Richards’ (1971) error categories, and the adapted framework
consisted of 26 types of grammatical errors. The overall errors were, then, analyzed to
find the frequency and percentages in each type of them.

The results of the study indicated that of all 26 types of grammatical errors,
the five most common types of them occurred in the students’ English essay writing
were: errors in the use of 1) punctuation (17.15%), 2) nouns (15.81%), 3) prepositions

(11.75%), 4) verbs (8.23%), and 5) articles (5.95%) respectively. In addition, 13 types



of interlingual errors were found, and the five most frequent types were: errors in the
use of 1) plural forms of nouns (11.88%), 2) omission of punctuation (4.09%), 3)
wrong structure of complex sentences (2.95%), 4) omission of some parts of a

sentence (2.49%), and 5) fragment (1.95%) respectively.
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