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Writing a dissertation in English which places an additional burden on non-
native speakers of English in EFL settings is a requirement for science and
engineering PhD students in Suranaree University of Technology (SUT). Despite the
various and varied textual elements in these dissertations, there are three textual
elements that always appear in them, i.e. Abstract, Introduction, and Conclusion
chapters. Therefore, these three elements are considered as an obligatory genre set in
SUT dissertations in these two disciplines. This present study reports a study that
explores the move-step structures of the genre set taken from the PhD dissertation
corpus between science and engineering fields written by SUT students. Twenty five
dissertations from each of the two disciplines were purposively selected and analyzed
using three selected analysis frameworks proposed by Hyland (2000) for Abstracts,
and Bunton (2002, 2005) for Introduction, and Conclusion, respectively. The move-
step structures of the three elements in the genre set including their relationship in this
set of genre from each of the two disciplines were firstly analyzed, then the results of
these were compared between the two fields to uncover the disciplinary variations.

The findings point out that although the writers of these PhD dissertations were from



v

the same local academic discourse community, i.e. Suranaree University of
Technology, they still create major and minor differences in their writing, possibly
due to the different disciplinary knowledge and culture they subscribe to. For
example, while the dissertations from the two disciplines have the move structures
that can be sufficiently described by the selected models, they bear slight differences
in the step level. In addition, the engineering dissertations show a greater similarity in
function and composition to those presented in the adopted frameworks than their
science counterparts. The result on the relationship among the three elements in the
genre set from the two disciplines reveals, for example, that two moves in the
engineering abstracts are repeated in the Introductions and Conclusions in the corpus,
whereas only one move in the science abstracts is mentioned again in the Introduction
and Conclusion chapters. It is hoped that the results from this present study can also
shade more light on the disciplinary discourse variations, and the relationship among
Abstract, Introduction, and Conclusion chapters in the genre set. Moreover, the results
from this study will offer benefits for English teachers in designing pedagogical

implications for SUT PhD students to write their dissertations in their fields.
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