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GIBBON/NAM KAN/POPULATION/LISTENING POST/GIBBON EXPERIENCE

The Laotian black crested gibbon (Nomascus concolor lu) is a critically
endangered species found only in Nam Ha and Nam Kan National Protected Area
(NPA), Lao PDR. The distribution, population density and threats of this gibbon in
Nam Kan NPA, were investigated for 5 months from September 2013 to January
2014. Fifty villagers from 10 villages, both inside and adjacent of Nam Kan NPA,
were interviewed. They reported 14 historical distribution locations with 27 gibbon
groups and 78 individuals estimated. However, gibbon populations started to
disappear by 1995 mainly from hunting for food and habitat loss.

Twenty-three sites, with 3 listening posts each, were surveyed across 402 km?
of dry evergreen forest, a suitable habitat for gibbons. Each listening post was
approximately 500 m apart and it was visited on 3 consecutive mornings from 05:30
am to 10:00 am. Ten gibbon groups were heard from only 3 sites: 4 groups at the
Gibbon Experience ecotourism, 4 groups at Nam Toun and 2 groups at Nam Nga. A
total of 39 individuals were seen that gives gibbon density estimated of only 0.09
groups/km?. In addition, plant study plots were conducted in these 3 gibbon sites.
From 150 circular plots (5.65 m in radius), the results showed the total averages were

canopy height was 32.05 m, tree density was 451.33 trees/ha, average diameter at
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breast height was 33.70 cm, basal area was 27.64 m? and tree basal area was 55.29
m?/ha. The forest characteristics were significantly different (p<0.05) among 3 sites.

Twenty three of 2-km non-systematic transects were also surveyed from 10:00
to 12:00 am after gibbon listening to record human activities around the areas. A total
of 105 threat individuals were identified at an average of 2.2 threats/lkm. The most
frequent threat was hunting camp (46.70%), followed by agriculture (20.95%),
gunshot (20.95%), temporally settlement (7.62%) and hunter (3.81%).

Compared to previous studies, gibbon populations in Nam Kan NPA are in
decline due to hunting and habitat loss. They are no longer in some previous record
locations. Gibbon Experience is one of a few places that still supports good gibbon

populations. It is due to Hmong’s traditional taboo and partly the benefit from

ecotourism.
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