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The present investigation aims to (1) investigate the frequency of English
vocabulary learning strategies (VLSs) reported being employed by Thai tertiary-level
students studying in the Northeast of Thailand; (2) examine whether the choices of
VLS use vary significantly by the students’ gender, type of institution, field of study,
language learning experience and level of vocabulary proficiency, as well as identify
the significant variation patterns of VLS use at different levels with reference to the
five variables; (3) explore the underlying dimensions of the students’ VLS use; and
(4) explore why the students reported employing certain strategies frequently and
other strategies infrequently.

The participants were 905 undergraduates studying at 11 institutions in the
Northeast of Thailand in the academic year 2013. The VLS questionnaire and semi-
structured interview were the main methods used for data collection. Moreover, the
vocabulary proficiency test was constructed to assess the students’ vocabulary
proficiency level. In the first step of data collection, 905 participants selected through
technique participated in the interview session. For the internal consistency of the

VLS questionnaire, the Alpha Coefficient (o) or Cronbach alpha was used with the



estimate value of .94. The statistical methods performed to analyse the data obtained
through the VLS questionnaire included the mean score (X), standard deviation (S.D.),
percentage, an Analysis of Variance (ANOVA), the Chi-square Test and the factor
analysis. The data obtained through the semi-structured interviews were analysed by
the content analysis.

The findings reveal that students studying at the tertiary-level in the Northeast
of Thailand, reported medium frequency of the overall VLS use, and use of VLSs to
discover the meaning or other aspects of vocabulary items, retain knowledge of
newly-learned vocabulary items and expand knowledge of vocabulary. The findings
also reveal that the students’ overall VLS use, use of VLSs by the three main
categories and use of individual VLSs varied significantly according to the five
investigated variables. The results of factor analysis indicate that 5 factors were the
underlying dimensions of the students’” VLS use. All factors were found to be
strongly related to the investigated variables.

The results of the content analysis reveal that 7 categories emerged as the
reasons for using certain VVLSs frequently, while 9 categories emerged as the reasons

for using certain strategies infrequently.

School of Foreign Languages Student’s Signature

Academic year 2013 Advisor’s Signature






