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Abstract

This abstract presents key findings of a research study at Suranaree University
of Technology. The first purpose of the study was to investigate the ability of the first
year students placed to study English 2 and 3 in term 1, academic year 1997 in
identifying the positions of main idea sentences in the 3 types of text structures: cause
& effects / reason, comparison/contrast and process. The students in each course
were divided into two groups of the English reading ability: 25 able and 25 less-able
readers. The classification was done by using the scores of the reading part of the
English Placement Test. In both courses, the able English readers were the students
whose scores were in the range of the top 25% of 100 students and the less-able
readers were the students whose scores were in the range of low 25% of 100 students.
The second purpose of this study was to examine the opinion of English 3 students in
the CAI lessons. Those English 3 students were 244 first year students who studied
English 2 in term 1 and English 3 in term 2, academic year 1997 respectively. The
others were 77 second year students. The instruments for the first purpose of the
study included eighteen paragraphs of three different types of text structure, six
paragraph of each type. In each paragraph, there was a main idea sentence in the
beginning, middle or final position. Each position was in 6 paragraph. The subjects
were asked to undertine the main idea sentence in each of 18 paragraphs and identify
which type of text structures of each paragraph was by choosing the correct answer
from the three alternatives. The instruments for the second purpose of this study was
the CAI lessons of English 3 and the questionnaire used to examine the students’
satisfactory of CAI lessons.

For the first purpose, it was found that 1) English 2 students were able to
identify the positions of main idea sentences when they were in the middle of the
paragraph better than when they were at in end of the paragraph, 2) able and less- able
readers in English 2 and 3 did not have any difference in identifying the positions of
the main idea sentence in the 3 types of text structure 3) English 2 able readers were
able to identify the process structure better than less-able readers 4) significantly
relationships among reading ability and the ability in identifying 3 types of text
structure were not found, 5) significantly refationships among the ability to identify
the positions of the main idea sentences and the scores of the achievement test at the
end of the term of the two English courses were not found and 6) significantly
relationships among the ability to identify the 3 types of text structure and the scores
of the achievement test at the end of the term of the two English courses were not
found. For the second purpose of the study, concerning the subjects’ opinion of
English 3 CAI lessons. it was found that 1) in terms of the lesson presentation, there
was no significantly difference in most aspect except the speed of the conversation
and the appropriateness of the reading voice which was not too fast and
2) differences did not occur between the opinion of the first year students and second
year students in the ease of use, the content of the lessons, the learning environment,
the advantages and disadvantages in studying by using computer.





