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PROFESSOR Dr. PAISAN LAOSUWAN, Ph.D. 55 PP. ISBN 974 -7359-36-7

Two experiments were conducted during 1997 — 1999 to evaluate the response of
soybeans to planting dates at Nakhon Ratchasima. In the first experiment, 22 soybean
accessions of different maturity groups, local varieties and lines were evaluated for 5
planting dates of 3 - month intervals at the University Farm, Suranaree University of
Technology, to study the response of growth stages to planting dates. For most groups of
varieties, May planting date gave longer days to first flowering (V0O-R1) than others.
However, the tallest plants were observed in August planting date and high internodes per
plant in May and August. Early varieties with longer days to first flowering such as
Hourei x KKU35, Jing33(53) and KKU67 and late varieties with low reproductive period
such as Chakraphan 1 and Chiangmai 60 were identified for use for further improvement.

The second experiment was designed to study the effect of planting dates on
various characters of soybean. Thirteen varieties and lines were planted in 3 dates
including early rainy season, late rainy season and dry season. No seasonal difference in
seed yield was found. Soybean variety Sukhothai 2 gave the highest yields of 559 and
386 kg/rai for the late rainy and dry season, respectively. Early varieties tended to give
higher seed yield than the late ones. Early rainy season planting dates gave the highest
seed size, days to first flowering and days to maturity. It was concluded that early

varieties should be recommended for the location.
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