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Salmonella phage (VB salP-pYM) with the potential to control Salmonella

enterica serovar Typhimurium — a pathogen in humans commonly found in the

gastrointestinal tract, especially in poultry — is typically administered orally to reach

the small intestine, where Salmonella is often found. However, this phage cannot
survive the acidic conditions of the stomach. Therefore, the objective of this study
was to evaluate the entrapment of the phage using calcium alginate beads and to
investigate the effects of adding soy protein isolate (SPI) or cassava starch (CS) on the
stability of the phage in the calcium alginate beads. The entrapment efficiency of the
phage in calcium alginate beads with added SPI or C5 was greater than 97%, with no

significant difference compared to beads without additives (p > 0.05), indicating that
SPl or CS does not affect phage entrapment efficiency. Additionally, the
incorporation of 0.15% and 0.30% (w/v) SPI or CS significantly improved phage
stability under acidic conditions (pH 2.5) and at 50°C compared to free phages and
those entrapped without additives (p < 0.05). Under simulated gastric conditions,

cassava starch at 0.30% (w/v) allowed over 60% of entrapped phages to survive after

120 minutes, longer than SPI at the same concentration, which maintained survival
for only 60 minutes. Both were more effective than phages entrapped without
additives, which showed approximately 40% survival after 30 minutes. In simulated
small intestine conditions, the both addition of SPI or CS to the beads significantly
accelerated the release of phages within 30 minutes, while phages that entrapped in
beads without additives were released at 120 minutes. Furthermore, these additions

improved phage survival in bile salt solution to over 90% at a concentration of 0.30%
(w/v) SPI or CS. Moreover, adding 0.30% (w/v) SPI or CS to the calcium alginate beads
resulted in only a slight reduction in phage viability during six months of storage at
4°C (p < 0.05). This demonstrates that SPI or CS can effectively entrap Salmonella
phages, enhance their survival under simulated gastric conditions — particularly with
cassava starch — and accelerate their release in the targeted site (small intestine),

allowing the phages to control Salmonella infections in the gastrointestinal tract.
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However, further studies simulating the entire gastrointestinal system are
recommended to explore the survival of phages entrapped in calcium alginate beads

with SPI and CS for future applications in phage therapy for infectious disease

control.
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