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SAKSETH SOU: INTERCULTURAL CITIZENSHIP OF CAMBODIAN UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS LIVING IN THAILAND AND STUDYING IN ENGLISH AS A MEDIUM OF
EDUCATION (EME) CURRICULUMS. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. ANCHALEE
WANNARUK, PH.D., 199 PP.

Keyword: Intercultural Citizenship/ Cambodian University Students/ Thailand, English-
medium Education (EME)

This study explores the intercultural citizenship of Cambodian university
students living in Thailand and studying in English as a Medium of Education (EME)
curriculums. It was conducted at a university in northeastern Thailand and aims to
examine the intercultural dynamics in this unique educational setting. With the
internationalization of higher education, students from diverse cultural and linguistic
backgrounds come together, prompting questions about how these environments
influence their intercultural citizenship.

Previous research suggests that studying in multicultural settings fosters
intercultural citizenship, which encompasses skills, knowledge, and attitudes necessary
for effective engagement with individuals from different backgrounds. This study focuses
specifically on Cambodian university students and investigates their intercultural
encounters and knowledge before arriving in Thailand, the challenges they faced after
arrival, and the strategies they employed to overcome these challenges.

This research employs qualitative methods such as autobiographies, interviews,
and shadow observations. The findings reveal that Cambodian students successfully
adapted to their new environment and gained a deeper understanding of intercultural
dynamics. Their experiences significantly enhanced their intercultural skills and
awareness, which were shaped by interactions within the university community and
the broader Thai cultural context. The study underscores the importance of pre-arrival
preparation and ongoing support in facilitating successful adaptation and the
development of intercultural citizenship.

This study contributes to the development of policies and initiatives that
provide better support for the academic and personal growth of international students.
Additionally, it highlights the potential of EME programs to cultivate intercultural
citizens who can navigate and positively contribute to increasingly interconnected and

culturally diverse societies.
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