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" Abstract
Title: Surviving in the Marginal World: Life and Community of Thai Migrant
Workers in Japan
Authors: Suriya S1ﬁut}{1}pt and Pattana Kitiarsa
Address. Institute ﬁf Social Technology, Suranaree University of Technology, Maung District,
Nakhon Ratchasima 30000; Telephone and Fax (044) 216.103
Length! 39 pp.

The first author spent a separated period of two months (November 1995 and June
1995) conducting fieldwork in a selected conmununity of Thai migrant workers in Japan,
whereas the sécond-author had ﬂtmﬂfarized himself with the Japanese society and culture
during April 1994 to July [995. Tﬁis paper presents an anthropological analysis of life and
community of Thfu migrant workers in Japan. Our findings comé from our fieldwork, living
and Snidying exéérieﬂces; and otﬁéf selected pre—éiiéfing Iiteraﬁlre. The authors employ
concepts of marginai ;'_;eople and c&ﬁmuﬂ& in order fo understand migrant wbrkers and their
currént life styles while living in a fareigzi country like Japan. Their life styles are globalized
in nature which seem to fit in the cultwal phenomena of our modezﬁ world.

It 15 argued that Thai migrant workers become marginalized people in Japan and have
to stfﬁggle 'f{;r ‘their sufvivai. As a margiﬁal. popu]ation; they are outlawed, . politically
voicél;ass, eéaﬁomiéally exploftsd, cﬁfﬁlra!fy doﬁinatcd, and above all, ethnically discriminated
against. Under these circumstances, Thai migrant workers have built their own marginal,
imagined community which is characterized by personal and economic interesis. In this
coﬁ:muni& they live In the .“Iimiaal. . world, where their own cultural roots, selected Japanese

culfural elements, and modern consumerism are incorporated.

Keywords. globalization, marginal community, imagined community, community of interests,

marginal people, transnational workers, Thai migrant workers in Japan
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Abstract
Titie :Anthrbpoiogy and Globallizat‘ijc;n:#_ggn;gg:g}i:nhlmj_Ql:;s?tvation on Tfansnational Workers
Authors :Suriya Sznutkuﬁt and Pattana Kitiarsa
Address lnstitate of Social Téchnoldgy, Suranaree ‘Univefsity of ..'I"‘echnélc;igy, Maung
Disti'ic_t Nakhion Ratchasima 30000 Telephone and Fax (044)216‘103 |
Length :23 pp. '
& Gldbalization has caﬁsed a tremendous change and created a great flow of culture.
Man, money, information, ideology, and high technology have flowed across nation-state
borders as they never have before. The entire world has been connected and become a
world community under a world culture. “In anthropology, when there is a new order of
culture, a neﬁv unit of analysis has to be considered. Specific culture under a single nation-
state model may be inadequate to define the world culture, because a ne\%f order of modern
wérld community has been increésingly_ borderilass. It has widely opened in econonﬁics,
politics, telecommunications, entettainments, sports, and more importantly, the entire way of
life. Iﬁ .this article, we, a small group of anthropologists, put forward an argument which
suggests _ﬂé}e;t a new pt;nqeptual framé.work to analyze current i)henomena of modern'w;orld
culturé and community is needed.
Key_w‘q;dsl anthropology, globalization, world culture, world community, nation-state border

and national identity
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polEteack
Titlei;Su_rviving in the Marginal WorId_: .Life and Community of Thai Migrant
Workers in Japan |
Apthq_rs: Suriya Smutkupt and Pattana Kitiarsa
Address. Institute of Social Technology, Suranaree University of Technology, Maung District,
Nakhon Ratchasima 30000; Telephone and Fax: (044) 216-103
Length: .39 pp.

-The first author spent a separated period of two months (November 1995 and June
1996) conducting fieldwork in a selected community of .Thal migrant workers in Japan,
whereas the second author had . familiarized himself with the Japanese society and culture
during April 1994 .to July 1995. This paper presents an anthropological analysis of life and
community of Thai mugrant workers in Japan. OQur findings come from our fieldwork, living
and studying experiences, and other selected pre-existing literature. The authors employ
concepts .of marginal people and community in order to undetstand migrant workers and their
current: life styles while living in a foreign country like Japan. Their life styles are globalized
in nature which seem fo fit in the cultural phenomena of our modern world.

It is argued that Thai migrant workers become marginalized people in Japan and have
to struggle for their survival. As a marginal population, they are outlawed, politically
voiceless, economically exploited, culturally dominated, and above all, ethpically discriminated
against. Under these circumstances, Thai migrant workers have builf their own marginal,
imagined communify which is characterized by personal and economic inferests. In this
community, they live in the “liminal” world, where their own cultural roots, selected Japanese

cultural elements, apd modern consumerism are incorporated.

Keywords: globalization, marginal community, imagined community, community of interests,

marginal people, transnational workers, Thai migrant workers in Japan
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