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ZHAO LIN: GENRE ANALYSIS OF TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE RESEARCH
ARTICLES IN ENGLISH: GENERIC STRUCTURE MAPPING THROUGH INTEGRATING
THE ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES AND SYSTEMIC FUNCTIONAL
LINGUISTICS APPROACHES. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. Issra Pramoolsook,
Ph.D., 231 PP.
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Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) has played an irreplaceable role in
protecting Chinese people’s health throughout its history. Despite its Chinese origin,
TCM has franscended the national boundary and gained global recognition via
acupuncture, TCM herbal formula, and other TCM modalities. What accompanies this
phenomenon is a rising number of TCM English research articles (RAs) published in
infernational journals, which reached 19,682 in 2020 via the search from the Web of
Science. TCM empirical research findings and TCM knowledge are predominantty
disseminated through RAs, a genre that has attracted the most attention among genre
researchers. However, what stands in stark contrast is insufficient exploration of TCM
RAs in terms of its structural composition from genre approach. Based on this gap, the
present study aimed to analyze the move-step structure of TCM articles from the ESP
genre approach, then to deconstruct the TCM articles from the SFL elemental genre
approach, and finally to see how each move or step is composed by the SFL elemental
genre through Generic Structure Mapping (GSM).

To achieve the above three research purposes, 40 full-length TCM empirical
articles published from 2020 to 2021 were compiled from five high-impact TCM
journals indexed in the Science Index Citation Expanded (SCIE) to constitute the corpus
of the present study. By deploying Kanoksilapatham’s (2005) framework as the primary
analytical model, the current study generated a rhetorical structure of TCM RAs
comprising 17 moves and 42 steps. The SFL genre analysis reveated that report,
explanation, recount, and argument are the four genre families employed to compose
the TCM RAs. Under these broad genre families, 13 elementat genres were identified,
including descriptive report, compositional report, classifying report, and comparative
report within the report taxonomy, historicat recount and procedural recount of the
recount genre family, exposition and discussion of the argument genre cluster, and
sequential explanation, consequential explanation, conditional exptanation, factorial

explanation, and causal explanation under the explanation genre family. These



(\)

alemental genres, with varying degrees of frequency, jointly constructed the TCM RAs.
To be specific, descriptive report was ubiquitously deptoyed in all sections of the
present corpus. Procedural recount was identified in all of the four sections of RA, with
its predominant use in the Methods section, a certain percentage in the Results section
and Discussions section, and sporadic deployment in the Intreduction section. Both
exposition and historical recount were mainly distributed in both the Introduction and
the Discussion. The GSM findings revealed that there existed one-to-one
correspondence between the move/step and the elemental genres. There also existed
the case that one move/step was written with different elermental genres due to that
different social purposes of that move/step were exhipited in different contexts. The
findings generated from the present study can be used to propesed some pedagogical
implications on writing the TCM RAs,
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