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NUCHAMART GAEWGOONTOL : INTEGRATING COOPERATIVE

EDUCATION AND NURSING PRACTICUM TO ENHANCE

TRANSCULTURAL NURSING COMPETENCY. THESIS ADVISOR:

ASSOC.PROF.WEERAPONG POLNIGONGIT, Ph.D., 286 PP.

This research study aimed to design and develop the model of integrating 

cooperative education and nursing practicum (the CoopENP model) for enhancing 

transcultural nursing competency, study its effects, and evaluate its effectiveness. The 

participants were 48 third-year nursing students of Boromarajonani College of 

Nursing, Nakhon Ratchasima. The sample size was calculated by using the G* Power 

program. They were randomly selected by multi-stage sampling technique.

Research interventions were the CoopENP model, lesson plans, supervision 

plans, the General Record Form, the Transcultural Nursing Competency Assessment 

in cultural knowledge and cultural nursing skill, the Star Record Form of 

Transcultural Nursing Competency, and the Self-evaluation of Improvement in 

Transcultural Nursing Competency. All instruments were assessed for content validity 

by experts obtaining the IOC between 0.71-1.00, the Kuder Richadson (KR-20) for 

Cultural Knowledge form was 0.61 and the Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for Cultural 

Nursing Skill form was 0.78. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, Chi- 

square test, t-test and content analysis.

Research results found that:

1. The CoopENP model used in experimental group was composed of three 

stages. 1) the stage of prior to practice was 30-hour preparing students for

 



transcultural nursing competency with a project based learning. 2) the stage during 

practice was letting learners to apply their knowledge into practice in the cultural 

nursing process, and 3) the stage after finishing the practice was co-evaluating, 

sharing and reflecting of learning.

2. The effects and the effectiveness of applying the CoopENP model to 

students showed that the students had transcultural nursing knowledge, created 

innovative media for assessing clients’ health status holistically. They cared for 

clients generously by using cultural nursing process. These results were related to the 

average score after the intervention. The experimental group had overall transcultural 

nursing competency average score at high level (Mean = 87.05, S.D. = 6.13). They 

had average score of cultural knowledge at good level (Mean = 16.88, S.D. = 1.51) 

and average score of cultural nursing skill at the highest level (Mean = 70.17, S.D. = 

6.33). An average overall competency score after intervention of the experimental

group, was higher than that before intervention significantly ( p < .001) . After 

intervention, the experimental group had overall competency average score higher 

than that of the control group significantly (p < .001).

These finding indicates that the “Integrating Cooperative Education 

Approach for Transcultural Nursing” could be further developed in both academic 

and operational aspects under cultural diversity in the long run.
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