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_ Summary

Techmques and tools from Rapxd.
Appralsal and Agroecosystcm_
An&lyms were -used to study ‘the hrmtanons_

. Rural

“and the potennal for vegetable growmg in
:'Ehe Chakkarat district, Nakhon Ratchasuna
province, Northeast Thailand. Even though
-national, regional and provmcml vegetable
expan_dl_n_g, growing
“vegetables is confined to limited areas due
“to  infrastructure . physical
limitations, socio-economic problems, etc.
Chakkarat District has an undulat-
ing topography with 162-7350 meter elevat-
ion. Two parallel rivers Moon and
Chakkarat run through the district, from the
south fo the north, in the west and in the
middle of the district respectively. The land

production - is

constraints,

in the north and west is relatively flat and
is where rice, cassava and more recent

sugarcane have been important crops.

Average annual rainfall is abount 1,000 mm.
or less and erratic. The total population is
81,526 and resides in 155 villages. The
average of off-farm labor migration in

1993 was 1.57 person/households.

Chakkarat is not a prime area for
vegetable growing due to various
limitations such as topography, water
resources, availability of irrigation, labor,
other types of farm activities and other
factors. Even though small irrigation
systems have been developed in some
areas, not enough water can be conserved
due to insufficient rainfall. The water
holding capacity of the soil is poor.
Conflicts between agricultural and human
uses of water have been noted by people in
some villages. However, transport of
produce to

market 18 not a constramt but seasonal )
_ transport problcms may e}ust in ‘the - wet_ |
- season in the eastern area of the d;strict
' Ma_]or vegetable markets located in the mty '
- of Nakhon Ratcha&ma mcludmg modcm

'super—market prov1de a ' better opportumty :

for the . vegetable. growcrs But . chetable'
growers in this district must compete with
growers from other areas anch are more

- suitable for vegetable grcwmg

Even though the district is not a
prime vegetable | grdwh_zg _area, ‘some
locations been.  Nevertheless
Chakkarat has the potential for commercial

have

vegetable growing. In some locations,
development of small water resources may
be a precondition to vegetable growing. To
integrate vegefable production into the
existing farming systems of the district, the
project must have clear objectives. Since
there are many kinds for vegetables and
different  households different
resources. Matching the resources with the
requirement of different types of vegetables

have

is vital. Tt may be necessary to ascertain
profitable in investments for the people
new to comumercial vegetable growing.
Various types of vegetable require different
kinds of
planning. This will help by determining the
correct kind of vegetable and for the
different households that have required

strategic  management and

On-farm trails with farmer

participation is suggested as an initial step

Tesources.

for a much more extensive introduction
vegetable growing.
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