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PUBERTY/REPRODUCTIVE STRUCTURE/REPRODUCTIVE HORMONE

/INDIGENOUS PIGS

This thesis aims to study the onset of puberty in indigenous pigs. The study
was divided into 4 experiments. Experiment 1, a study was on the age of the first
estrus sign and the first ovulation, and the changes of reproductive structures in
indigenous gilts, used a completely randomized design. Indigenous female piglets
were randomly divided into 10 groups ; each group including 5 piglets was separately
killed at the age O (birth) 1.0, 2.0, 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 4.5, 5.0, 5.5 and 6.0 months to collect
the data from carcasses. The results revealed that the first estrus sign occurred at
4.6+0.1 months of age and the first appearance of Corpus luteum and Corpus
hemorrhagicum without Corpus albican on the ovarian surfaces was in the 4.5-month
group referring to the first ovulation (9.2+0.6 ovums). Changing the overall size of the
reproductive tract and ovaries had 4 periods of the development as slightly in the first
3 months of age, increasingly from 3-4 months of age, more rapidly during the onset
of puberty (4-5 months of age) and, slightly again after 5 months of age. Experiment 2,
a pattern of the progesterone concentration profile in indigenous gilts was studied in 5
indigenous female piglets. A longitudinal study of blood samples was separately
conducted by age as follows: 1.0, 1.5, 2.0, 2.5 and 3.0 months and, every 3 days until 5
months to analyze the concentrations of progesterone. The result showed that the

pattern of hormone concentration change was similar to finding in commercial gilts.



Experiment 3, a study was on the age of the first sexual behavior and the first fertile
sperm production, and the changes of reproductive structures in indigenous male pigs,
used a completely randomized design. Indigenous male piglets were randomly divided
into 9 groups ; each group including 5 piglets was separately killed at the age 0 (birth)
1.0, 2.0, 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 45, 5.0 and 5.5 months to collect the data from carcasses.
Another 3 male pigs were used to test the reproductive ability. The results showed that
the first sexual behavior occurred by 2.6+0.6 months of age and the first appearance of
fertile sperm mass in the caudal epididymis was in the 4-month group. The semen
quality standard was discovered in the 5-month group, and the success of insemination
with a fertile female pig was by 5.1+0.2 months. Changing the overall size of the
reproductive tract and testes had 3 periods of the development as slightly in the first 2
months of age, rapidly from 2-4.5 months of age, and slightly again after 4.5 months
of age. Experiment 4, a pattern of the male hormone concentration profiles in
indigenous male pigs was studied in 5 indigenous male piglets. A longitudinal study of
blood samples was separately conducted by age as follows: 1.0, 1.5, 2.0, 2.5, 3.0, 3.5,
4.0, 4.5, 5.0 and 5.5 months to analyze the concentrations of hormones. The results
showed that the pattern of FSH concentration change was similar to finding in the
commercial pigs, while the pattern of testosterone concentration change was similar to

that found in Meishan pigs.
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