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(2000). This investigation is descriptive-interpretative in nature rather than confirmatory, 

hypothesis-testing, or as termed by Skehan ( 1989) and Larsen-Freeman and Long ( 1991 ), 

it employs the 'research-then-theory' rather than the 'theory-then-research' format (cf. 

Graham, 1997). To put it simply, this investigation is not intended to reconfirm any 

theories or hypothesis about students' use of language learning strategies. Rather, it has 

been designed to examine the relationships between three variables (two learner-related, 

and one language performance) and frequency of use of out-of-class language learning 

strategies. 

In summary, there are many variables or factors which researchers believe to affect 

or relate to students' choice of language learning strategies. The researcher,for the present 

investigation realises that it is by no means possible to investigate all of the factors 

mentioned above in relation to choice of out-of-class language learning strategy use of 

language learners at Suranaree University of Technology (SU1), where the researcher is 

currently working. Consequently, the researcher has chosen carefully to investigate those 

variables that appear to be likely neglected by most researchers (gender of students, and 

fit:!ld of study). The theoretical framework and rationale for selecting/rejecting variables 

for the present investigation will be discussed in more detail in Chapter 3. 

1.2. Terms Used in the Context of the Present Investigation 

The following terms are those most frequently used in this investigation together with 

explanatory notes. 

• Language Learners

'Language learners' for the present investigation refers to students studying English for 

Science and technology at Suranaree University of Technology, Academic Year 2002. 

These language learners may or may not be taking any English modules when the data 

collection was taking place 
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