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Abstract

Cooperative Education (Coop) is an educational innovation which provides
studenis with work-based learning. It involves cooperation between universities and
workplaces in the private and public sectors in order to equip students with both
theoretical and practical skills demanding by the world of work. Students work as
temporary and full-time employees for one semester or at least 16 weeks. The mentors
or job supervisors in workplaces cooperating with Coop Advisors from universities
conduct and supervise students on their project. This results to students’ competency to
integrate their academic knowledge to practical work experiences.

The Coop concept has been proven io be successful in terms of enhancing the
graduate’'s competency among the three involved parties, the employers, the
universities, and the students. Thus far, the Commission on Higher Education (CHE),
Ministry of Education, has formulated the policy to support higher education institutions
to incorporate the Coop program in their curricula. At an initial stage the Coob pilot-
project has been launched for 3 academic years from 2545 to 2547. There were 60
higher education institutions, around 2,000 employers and 10,000 students in 5 pilot
projects.

The 5 pilot projects were evaluated and found that all involved parties, the
higher education institutions, the enterprises, and the students were definitely agreed
that the Cooperative Education has successfully enhanced student’'s competency and
the CHE should continuing and sustaining support this program. The factors affecting
the success of the Coop projects are the good collaboration between the universities
and the enterprises, and the iljuminate policies both in the universities and in the
enterprises. The universities should improve and incorporate the Coop program in the
curriculum for students fo graduate within 4 years. The enterprise could be of
assistance by providing and supperting mentors and qualified jobs to students. The
government should motivate the enterprises by announcing tax reduction policy and
giving honored-certificate for their contributions. However, the lack of knowledge and
understanding of the Coop philosophy of all involved parties and the poor Coop-
management of universities were observed as the major problem. In order to push and
promote the Cooperative Education as a national policy, establishing the Coop Network

has been suggested.
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