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Abstract

Manakasem Y., Sornsuk P? and Ketudat-Cairns M.%, 1998. A Survey of the Status and Problems of the
Vegetable and Fruit Production and Post-Harvest Handling System in Nakhon Ratchasima Province.
Suranaree J. Sci. Technol 5:95-100

The survey was conducted from July, 1995 to August, 1997. The Rapid Rural Appraisal (R R A)
methodology was used to investigate the status and problems of vegetable and fruit production including
the post-harvest handling system. Vegetables and fruits with highest production rates in Nakhon
Ratchasima were examined. These Comprised, respectively: small and large hot peppers (Capicum
annuum L.) , yard long beans (Vigna sesquipedalis), cacambers (Cucurbita sativars L.), chinese kale
(Brassica alboglabe), chinese cabbages (Brassica oleracea var capitata), tomatoes (Lycopersicon esculentum
Mill.) and baby corns (Zea mays L.); and mangoes (Mangifera indica L .), sugar apples (Annona squamosa
L.), sweet tamarinds (Tamarind indica L.) and jackfruit (Artocarpus heterophyllus Lam.). The survey
was conducted in the districts and sub-districts where these vegetables and fruits had the highest
production rates. The results of the survey indicated that small and large hot peppers, yard long beans,
tomatoes and chinese kale had high production status and high protential for increased production.
Cucumbers and chinese cabbages had moderate production status while baby corns had low status.
The farmers’ knowledge of protection from, and control of, insects, diseases and pests was inadequate.
Hence, farmer relied or various chemical sprays. Farmers’ knowledge of post-harvest technology to
preserve surplus vegetables was also inadequate. As a result, vegetables rotted and prices decreased.
Generally, the status of fruit production was better than that of vegetables. The production status of
mangoes was highest followed by sugar apples and sweet tamarinds. The production status of jackfruit
was the lowest. Labour was lacking in fruit crop production. Most farmers who produced fruits lacked
knowledge of the physiology of flowering and fruit setting, and of pest management. Again, a lot of
chemical sprays were used, and very little post-harvest technology was known or used. The transfer of
technology related to flowering and fruit setting, including pest and disease control, is necessary in both
vegetable and fruit production. In addition, post-harvest technology urgently needs to be put in place.
Key words: Survey, status, problem, production, Rapid Rural Appraisal (R R A)
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