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In today's digital era, technological advances enable easy connectivity and
collaboration. However, with information abundance and its short life spans, traditional
learning methods fall short. Learning now relies on personal experiences and
connections for knowledge sharing, enabling the creation of relevant content.
Connectivism is considered significant for its ability to interpret learning through the
integration of advanced technology in the digital age, and the Connectivist Learning
Environment (CLE) stands out as a promising approach to facilitating learning.

This study delves into the effects of CLE on enhancing the general pedagogical
knowledge (GPK) of pre-service English teachers (PETs) and their perceptions of the
usefulness of this online learning platform. Through a quasi-experimental mixed
methods design integrating both quantitative and qualitative methods, the study
engaged 55 participants, comprising 40 fourth-year pre-service English Teachers (PETs)
and 15 EFL teachers from Vietnam and overseas. Pertinent data were obtained through
multiple research instruments, including website databases, pre/posttests, online
reflective journals, online surveys, and semi-structured and focus group interviews.
Quantitative analysis, employing independent paired sample t-tests and repeated
measures ANOVA, alongside qualitative content analysis, unveiled a significant
improvement in pedagogical knowledge among PETs following their 9-week immersion
in the CLE. The findings underscore the vital role of interactions and cognitive strategies
employed within the CLE in fostering learning outcomes.

This research advocates for the optimization of CLE by emphasizing autonomy,
connectedness, diversity, openness, and anonymity, and stresses the significance of
incorporating diverse online resources and practical activities, fostering active
participant interaction and cognitive engagement. This study offers three
recommendations for future studies including the exploration of the experienced
teachers’ perceptions, and their levels of interactions and contributions to the CLE,

investigation of the applicability of the CLE framework focused on Personal Learning
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Networks (PLNs) with students and teachers in similar courses, and the on-going track

of the pre-service English teachers as they transition into real teaching contexts.
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