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The purpose of this dissertation was to examine the effects of the Seamless
Mobile-Assisted Vocabulary Learning Environment on the learning of English
vocabulary among Chinese college students. The SMAVLE was designed in accordance
with the principles of the ten dimensions of Mobile Seamless Learning (Wong & Looi,
2011) and Nation's (2001) theoretical model of vocabulary acquisition. More
specifically, the research aimed to determine the effects of the SMAVLE on vocabulary
knowledge, vocabulary size, and learners' perceptions of the SMAVLE. To carry out the
research, a mixed-methods approach in the form of a quasi-experimental design was
utilized as a method of investigation.

An experimental intervention of 12 weeks was conducted at Xi’an Shiyou
University with 128 freshmen. They were randomly assigned: the experimental group
(66), which adopted the SMAVLE, and the control group (62), which engaged in the
seamed vocabulary learning . Data were collected via pre-and post-tests of language
proficiency, vocabulary knowledge scales, vocabulary size tests, questionnaires, and
semi-structured interviews. For quantitative analysis, t-tests were used, whereas
content analysis was used for qualitative data.

The results of the study indicated that the experimental group outperformed
the control group in terms of language proficiency, vocabulary size, and vocabulary
depth, underscoring the efficacy of the SMAVLE. A significant increase in engagement,
motivation, and belief that English vocabulary could be learned more effectively in
the SMAVLE was noted among students. In addition, the results showed that
vocabulary knowledge was significantly improved. Students' narratives from
questionnaires, learning logs, and interviews suggest that the SMAVLE enhanced their

learning autonomy and enabled them to engage in self-directed learning.



In conclusion, the findings offer insights into the process of English vocabulary
learning in a SMAVLE, offering an alternative approach to English vocabulary instruction
in college classrooms. Furthermore, this study contributes to the theoretical
understanding of language learning and teaching in the digital age and will prompt a
rethinking of conventional methods for teaching vocabulary. It is suggested by these
results that the SMAVLE, which combines seamless learning principles and mobile-

assisted language learning, could be effectively adopted in the teaching of vocabulary.
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