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The research aims to achieve four main objectives: (1) to study the factors
affecting the adaptation of street food entrepreneurs during the COVID-19 pandemic.
(2) to develop a structural equation model of the adaptation process of street food
entrepreneurs during the COVID-19 pandemic. (3) to analyze the direct effects of the
adaptation of street food entrepreneurs during the COVID-19 pandemic. (4) to analyze
the indirect effects of the adaptation of street food entrepreneurs during the COVID-
19 pandemic. This research focuses on a sample group of 400 street food
entrepreneurs in Nakhon Ratchasima province, Thailand. A questionnaire was
employed as a data collection tool. The Structural Equation Model (SEM) was used for
data analysis, along with statistical analyses to test the research hypotheses.

The study's findings indicate that entrepreneurs have varying levels of
perception towards different factors. These factors include food innovation (X=4.25),
followed by risk perception (X=4.24), adaptation of entrepreneurs during the COVID-
19 pandemic (X=4.21), and government measures compliance during the COVID-19
pandemic (X=4.04). The analysis of the structural equation model of the adaptation
process of street food entrepreneurs during the COVID-19 pandemic aligns well with
the empirical data, as demonstrated by the following values: Chi-square = 309.950,
Chi-square/df = 1.646, df = 85, p = .065, GFI = 0.973 CFl = 0.939, RMR = 0.038, RMSEA
= 0.061, NFl = 0.919.

Furthermore, in the positive direct effects analysis, it was found that food
innovation has a positive direct influence on the adaptation of street food

entrepreneurs during the COVID-19 pandemic. Additionally, it has a positive direct



influence on entrepreneurs' risk perception and their compliance with government
measures, with standardized effect sizes of 0.450, 0.740, and 0.550 respectively.
Conversely, the negative direct effects analysis reveals that entrepreneurs’ risk
perception has a negative direct influence on their adaptation, as well as on their
compliance with government measures, with standardized effect sizes of -0.440 and -
0.560 respectively. Moreover, government measures during the COVID-19 pandemic
have a positive direct influence on the adaptation of street food entrepreneurs, with
a standardized effect size of 0.440 at a statistically significant level of 0.001.
Additionally, the perception of entrepreneurs' risk and government measures
during the COVID-19 pandemic serves as intermediate variables that partially influence
the adaptation of street food entrepreneurs during the pandemic, with standardized

effect sizes of -0.381 and 0.022 respectively.
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