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YES/NO VOCABULARY TESTS/TEST RUBRIC/ NONWORD TYPE/
NONWORD PROPORTION/PARTIAL KNOWLEDGE/TEST INSTRUCTION/

PSEUDOWORDS

This study aims to investigate whether different types of rubrics, nonword
types, and nonword proportions in a yes/no vocabulary test (YN test) lead to different
test results. A YN test is a kind of receptive vocabulary size test that is presented to
learners in a form of a checklist where learners answer yes or tick the words they
know the meaning of. The test includes nonwords, which are imaginary words added
to the test to check whether a test taker do some guess work. The advantages of a YN
test is that it is easier, quicker, and cheaper to write and administer compared with
other traditional tests such as multiple choice. However, since the YN test is quite
new to the test field, many inconsistencies of the test rubrics, nonword types, and
nonword proportions have been reported. These discrepancies lead to the
investigation whether different test rubrics, different nonword types, and different
proportions will be sources of variance in a YN test as mentioned earlier.

The study compared 2 rubrics: R1 (Write Y (yes) if you know the meaning of
the word), and R2 (Write Y (yes) if you think that the word exists in the language); 2
nonword types: N1 (near-homophone nonwords, which have the same or similar

sound to their original words e.g. senter from the original word center), and N2 (non-
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homophone nonwords, which have different sounds from their original words e.g.
fenter from the original word center); and 3 nonword proportions: P1 (50 real words:
50 nonwords), P2 (67 real words: 33 nonwords), and P3 (90 real words: 10
nonwords). The 2 rubrics, 2 nonword types, and 3 nonword proportions were
combined and resulted in 12 different YN test versions, which were used as the
research tools in this study.

The study was conducted with 600 undergraduate students from a university in
Nakhorn Ratchasima. Each test version was administered to 50 participants, followed
by an unannounced translation test of the same target words. After the tests were
marked, a semi-structured interviewed was conducted with 72 participants in order to
explore why and how the results come up in a particular way. The correlation between
the scores of each YN test version and the translation test were calculated to find out
the quality of each test in predicting the actual vocabulary size of a test taker and the
mean scores of each YN test version were compared to find out whether the YN tests
vield significantly different test results.

The results suggest that R1 tests tend to have better quality in predicting the
actual vocabulary size of the participants than R2, and N1 fests than N2. For the part
of proportion tests, P1 tests are likely to have the best quality in predicting the actual

vocabulary size of the participants, while P2 the second, and P3 the third.
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