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Problems associated with globalization have been exacerbated with the Covid-
19 pandemic, which made us more aware of the interconnected nature of the world.
Global pandemic requires global solutions, and the educational system should look
beyond the confines of national borders to advocate for Global Citizenship Education
(GCE) to provide such solutions. Besides, Pennycook and Otsuji (2015a) hold that
metrolingualism raises questions about how we understand languages not only in
relation to each other, but also in relation to what is happening in a particular place,
since we cannot talk about globalization without acknowledging that everything
happens locally (Otsuji & Pennycook, 2013). In this regard, GCE and metrolingualism
share the core essence of globality coexisting and living together.

However, it is still underexplored that in what ways Chinese elementary
school English textbooks and curriculum reflect the notions of GCE and
metrolingualism, and what ideologies of GCE and metrolingualism are embedded in
English language teaching (ELT) textbooks and curriculum for primary education in
China, as well as how teachers perceive Chinese GCE and metrolingualism in primary
ELT textbooks and curriculum. To address the gap, a qualitative study was
conducted to explore GCE and metrolingualism embedded in two series of textbooks
of People’s Education Press (PEP) and Yilin Press, the English Curriculum Standards
for Compulsory. Education (ECSCE), as well as teachers’ perceptions. Qualitative
content analysis, critical discourse analysis, and code preference analysis were
adopted in this study to analyze the data.

The findings demonstrate that the themes of GCE and metrolingualism are
embedded in ELT textbooks and curriculum to varying degrees and with unbalanced
distribution through the way of soft GCE dominance. Some elements that do not
comply with the proposition of GCE and metrolingualism as well as the excluded
contents may impede the full realization of global citizenship values. Ideologies of
GCE and metrolingualism in textbooks and curriculum are dominated with soft GCE,
nationalism, and native speakerism, while ideologies of critical GCE, cosmopolitanism,

and metrolingualism are still striving to gain a position. Moreover, similarities
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outweigh differences in terms of the salient GCE domain and the prevalent themes
between the two series of textbooks as well as among different grade levels. To
some extent, the interview results are consistent with the analysis for textbooks and
curricutum, which indicates the dominance of soft GCE in teaching practice, and
teachers” weak awareness toward critical GCE and metrolingualism may impede the
real inclusiveness of GCE in ELT.

To this end, the findings of this study could provide some theoretical and
pedagogical implications for Chinese GCE and metrolingualism development in ELT. It
may expahd the relevant theories of GCE and metrolingualism in a nation-state as
well as the feasibility of interdisciplinary implementation particularly for the initial
stage of education. Besides, this study may also provide grounds for further research
and a growing understanding regarding how ELT contributes to China’s context-

specific GCE and metrolingualism endeavors during the “glocalization”.
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