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Abstract

The main objective of this research is to develop a body of knowledge on the adaptation of Lam
Takhong farmers who apply local wisdom and cultural heritage systems for water resource management
and for social relations at present. This work is cultural anthropological research with an adaptation of
framework for studying cultural materials with the theory of cultural ecology. According to research, it is
found that local people use water wheel for taking water into farmland. The water wheel represents
knowledge in cultural ecology, and shows adaptation of using appropriate technology for the natural
environment. This cultural material links relationships between different social groups although some are
not farmers. All people can take advantage of the signs of the water wheel to develop their socio- cultural
spaces. The research also finds out that, under the cultural diffusion of Thai identity and popular identity,
local people inherit the spirit-worshiping ceremony as evidence of Lao ethnic identity. This ritual is also an

area for restoring the role of women.
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