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DAPING WU : ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE POSTGRADUATE
THESIS WRITING: IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION AND A TRANSITION
FROM GRADUATE STUDENT WRITERS TO THESIS WRITERS IN A
UNIVERSITY IN THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF.

ADCHARAWAN BURIPAKDI, Ph.D., 298 PP.

EFL POSTGRADUATE/ THESIS WRITING/ IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION/

WRITING SUPPORT/ THAILAND

The literature on Second Language Writing (L2 writing) has highlighted the
significance of identity construction in academic writing development. The present
study aimed to explore the identity construction of EFL postgraduate thesis writers in a
university in Northeastern Thailand. It adopted a mixed-method research design to
collect both quantitative and qualitative data. Forty-three postgraduate students
participated in the L2 Writer Identity Survey. The participants were from eight Asian
countries, Vietnam, Pakistan, Thailand, Laos, Myanmar, Indonesia, China, and
Cambodia. Among the participants, fifteen were purposively selected to take part in the
written narrative and semi-structured interview. Another semi-structured interview was
administered with five thesis supervisors, to provide supplementary information on
EFL postgraduate thesis writing from the supervisors’ perspectives.

The data analysis revealed that first, writing a thesis was a site for the
postgraduate students to exercise the agency. They encountered various problems and
developed corresponding strategies. Second, the postgraduate thesis writers displayed
multiple and dynamic identities. Their autobiographical self was constructed through

accumulating experience of academic writing and conceptualizing the thesis writing.



v

Discoursal construction of self was an assimilating practice to the aiming academic
culture, which was defined by the institutional power relations. Most of the
postgraduate thesis writers played safe and resisted self-mention. Few of them chose to
challenge the disciplinary conventions. Third, EFL postgraduate thesis writing
promoted the writer’s development. Knowledge about the disciplinary subjects and the
thesis genre was gained. The postgraduate thesis writers developed academic writing
abilities with self-confidence. Finally, along the trajectories of learning to become thesis
writers, EFL postgraduate students perceived assistance from different sources and in
various forms. The social support facilitated thesis writer identity development through
improving the project, eliminating language problems, encouraging confidence, and
showing empathy.

The present study adds to the literature of thesis writer identity construction
in a non-native English speaking context. It is expected to provide suggestions for the

institution to best support EFL postgraduate thesis writing.
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