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BACHELOR’S THESIS/ ENGLISH MAJOR STUDENTS IN CHINA/

STUDENTS’ UPTAKE/ WRITTEN SUPERVISORY FEEDBACK

Written supervisory feedback (WSF) plays a crucial role in providing support and
suggestions to students in thesis writing. However, few studies have been conducted on
WSF and its effects on bachelor’s thesis writing in the Chinese context. In order to
investigate the characteristics of WSF, students’ uptake and their perceptions of WSF
in a Chinese university, this study collected and analyzed different thesis drafts from 32
English major undergraduates and their supervisors” WSF on the thesis drafts. Each
instance of the supervisors’ WSF on the thesis drafts and the students’ revision were
coded and categorized to identify the characteristics of WSF in terms of foci, strategies,
and connotations and the students’ uptake in different draft stages and different thesis
sections. Then, a questionnaire and semi-structured interviews were utilized to
understand students’ perceptions of their supervisors’ WSF practices.

The study found that the supervisors paid much attention to Grammar,
Requirements, and Content, used more indirect strategies than direct ones, and
preferred neutral connotation in their WSF practices. In addition, the study also found
that the supervisors’ WSF foci and strategies varied markedly in the multi-drafts and in

different thesis sections and that their WSF foci interacted with certain strategies and



connotations.

This study also showed that the frequency of the students’ successful uptake varied
in different thesis drafts and different thesis sections. It revealed that the direct strategies
brought more successful uptake than indirect strategies and negative connotation led to
less successful uptake than neutral connotation. Moreover, the Content and Grammar
WSEF resulted in higher frequencies of successful uptake when interacting with “direct
correction or reformation” (Dc) strategy than any other strategy, and neutral
connotation achieved a lower frequency of successful uptake when interacting with
Content than with any other focus.

This research results revealed that the participants had a preference for the WSF
on most categories including Content, Grammar, Requirements, Organization, and
Linguistic Appropriateness, and for the WSF strategies of the “direct correction or
reformulation with descriptions or explanations” (Ds) and “comments implicitly
indicating errors or problems” (Is) strategies, and that the “positive” and “neutral”
connotations were perceived as the most preferable. The interview results showed that

the reasons for the students’ perceptions of WSF foci, strategies, and connotations

29 ¢ 2% ¢

included ‘“academic advancement,” “affective experience,” “social influence,” and
“individual needs.”
The study concludes by providing some implications for the bachelor’s thesis

supervisors to effectively improve the students’ thesis quality.
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