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PUNYANUT PHADYEN : IMPACTS OF THE ENGLISH NATIONAL
UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS ON STUDENTS AND
TEACHERS IN THAILAND FROM A CRITICAL LANGUAGE TESTING
PERSPECTIVE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. ADCHARAWAN

BURIPAKDI, Ph.D., 178 PP.

CRITICAL LANGUAGE TESTING/ NATIONAL ENTRANCE EXAMINATION/

GAT/ O-NET/ 9 COMMON SUBJECTS

The objective of this study was to explore students and teachers’ attitudes
towards GAT, O-Net, and the 9 common subjects as the national English entrance
examinations through the Critical Language Testing perspective. It also explored the
influence of the tests on English learning/ teaching in high school. 927 1st year
university students were selected by purposive and snowball sampling and 108 high
school English teachers were selected by using convenient random and snowball
sampling. Subsequently, a validated modified questionnaire and the in-depth interview
was administered to both groups.

The findings of this study revealed that high-stakes tests have three major
effects on test takers. First, in terms of education, tests significantly increased test-
driven pedagogy in both mainstream and shadow education (cram schools). Second,
from a psychological aspect, the students felt more stressed, worried, and anxious from
preparation for the entrance examinations than the teachers did because the stakes of
the tests on the students were higher than those on the teachers. Finally, in terms of the

social aspect, these three tests created social inequality due to the high costs involved.



v

Direct costs included admission fees and faculty selection fees, while indirect costs
included travel expenses and cramming tuition fees. As a result, poor students may not
have as many options when it comes to choosing universities as those who were more
fortunate. It demonstrated that these three tests and the TCAS were tools used to
discriminate against students from lower socioeconomic backgrounds when they
entered the national arena.

Results of this study revealed that the national English examinations have
affected the teaching and learning in both school level and the students themselves. In
addition, it also created the social inequity. This information can be used for further
study for those who are involved in the organization of the education system and

university entrance examinations.
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