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LELE GUO : THE DEVELOPMENT OF A WEB-BASED AUTONOMOUS

LISTENING COMPREHENSION FOR CHINESE HIGH SCHOOL

STUDENTS. THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. ANDREW LIAN, Ph.D., 199 PP.
ENGLISH LISTENING COMPREHENSION SKILLS/ ADVANCE ORGANIZERS/
LEARNER AUTONOMY/ CALL

This study investigated an approach for Chinese high school EFL learners’
autonomous listening comprehension skills under a CALL environment and explored
the effects of advance organizers on the development of students' English listening
comprehension skills. In addition, the students’ and the teacher’s opinions of this
approach were investigated. 94 first-year senior high school students in Zhuchang
middle school in China as subjects were divided into three groups and randomly
assigned as one control group and two experimental groups. Both two experimental
groups participated in an English-Listening Course (ELC), which was trained on the
personal listening website out of the class. The EG1 (the first experimental group)
employed advance organizers during the intervention, while the EG2 (the second
experimental group) did not use during the intervention. The control group (CG)
participated in a conventional ELC in the classroom. The duration of the treatment was
10 weeks.

A mixed method was conducted to collect data in order to answer the research
questions. A pretest and a posttest of English listening were designed to investigate the
differences in students’ English-listening proficiency before and after the 10 weeks.
Questionnaires, semi-structured interviews, and student's diaries were used to

investigate the development of students’ English listening comprehension skills, the



v

sense of learner autonomy as well as students and teacher’s opinions of the intervention.
The findings revealed that after 10 weeks’ intervention, EG2 outperformed EG1 and
CG significantly in terms of English-listening comprehension skills and their sense of
learner autonomy. However, CG made no significant improvement in English listening
comprehension skills. Based on the use of advance organizers, the findings also pointed
out that students were not improved significantly in English listening comprehension
skills after the intervention, while they expressed their willingness to use it in English-

listening learning in future.
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