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“We live in a world where what you earn depends on what you leam” (President Bill Clinton, 1996,

during his second television debate with George Bush and Ross Perot) (Spring 1994:21)
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“The most important political goals of public schooling are educating citizens, selecting future
political leaders, creating a political consensus, maintaining political power, and socializing individual for

political systems” (Spring 1994:7)
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“The major social purposes of education are social control, improving social conditions, and reducing

social tensions caused by economic inequalities” (Spring 1994:12)
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“The most important arguments given for the support of public schooling are that education increases
national wealth and advances technological development. The contribution of the school to economic growth
can occur in two distinct ways. One is the socialization of the future worker into the modern organization of
industry... The second way the school might help economic growth is through the sorting and training of the

labor force...” (Spring 1994:18).
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“The six goals originally agreed upon by the National Governors’ Association are: (1} All children
will start school ready to learn; (2) high school graduation rate will be at least 90 percent; (3) students will
demonstrate competence in critical subjects; (4) U.S. students will be the first in the world in mathematics and
science achievement; (5) every adult will be literate and have skills to compete in the economy; (6) school

will be free of drug and violence” (Spring 1994:22)
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