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ABSTRACT

It is commonly suggested that learners need a vocabulary of at least 3000 word families
in order to begin reading cfficiently, and that this vocabulary should be based initially on
a general word list and then supplemented by an academic and/or technical word list.
This study shows that SUT EAP engineering students would have enough vocabulary to
read their engineering textbooks with a vocabulary of only 2000 word families and
specifies what that vocabulary is. As well as being more efficient than a general word list,
these 2000 words will also provide a good grounding for later, specialised engineering
studies.



