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DENG XINLI : LINKING COLLEGE ENGLISH READING
COMPREHENSION TESTS BAND FOUR TO THE COMMON
EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK OF REFERENCE FOR LANGUAGES

(CEFR). THESIS ADVISOR : SIRINTHORN SEEPHO, Ph.D., 176 PP.

CET-4 READING COMPREHENSION TESTS / THE CEFR / THE MANUAL /

THE DUTCH CEFR GRID / LINKING STUDY

With the great impact of the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages: Teaching, Learning and Assessment (CEFR) on English language
education worldwide, this study deals with linking the College English Test Band four
(CET-4) Reading Comprehension Tests in mainland China to the CEFR. It aims at
seeking the interpretation of the CET-4 test takers’ language competence in terms of
reading and providing suggestions for improvements to the CET-4 Reading
Comprehension Tests.

Three sets of CET-4 Reading Comprehension Tests were analysed in order to
find the characteristics of texts and items of CET-4 Reading Comprehension Test and
to claim a link between the tests and the CEFR by following the procedures proposed
in the CEFR Manual designed by the Council of Europe to relate tests to the CEFR.
while analysing the content of the three sets of CET-4 Reading Comprehension Tests,
the Dutch CEFR Grid was adopted at the second procedure.

The results indicated that CET-4 Reading Comprehension Tests generally
correspond with the B1 level of the CEFR. In addition, in order to improve the CET-4

Reading Comprehension Tests, it is hope that test developers should put more
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emphasis on the personal domain of texts. At the same time, text length of CET-4
Reading Comprehension Tests should be considered as well. To improve this factor,
shortening the text length or lowering the difficulty level should be investigated.

In conclusion, the findings of the current study may shed light on the language
competency of the CET-4 test takers in terms of reading and provide some suggestions

for the further improvement of CET-4 Reading Comprehension Tests.
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