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Abstract

Cobra is very poisonous and one of the top snakes causing snake bite in Thailand. There
is no radiotelemetry study of cobras in the wild before. This study aims to reveal habitat use and
movement pattern for food or mate of cobras in the Sakaerat Biosphere Researve in Nakhon
Ratchasima province. We followed 7 Naja kaouthia (6 males, 1 female) and 12 Naja siamensis (7
males, 5 females) for 65 - 1,184 days. The results show that each cobra has diverse habitat
choices, home range sizes and movement patterns. In general, N. kaouthia has MCP and KDE
home range size, movement distance, and movement frequency more than those of N. siamensis.
Moreover, N. kaouthia chooses to stay in Sakaerat Environmental Station especaily dry evergreen
forest and ecotone but avoids dry dipterocarp forest. In contrast, N. siamensis lives in the village
and agriculture areas especaily agricultural margin, dry dipterocarp and mixed deciduous forest
near the village. Interstingly, both cobras do not fear human households because there are plenty
of rodent, water and good shelter.
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